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REFLECTIONS ON THE
CENTENNIAL

CELEBRATION
CHICAGO JULY 18-20, 2008.
By Esther Petre Plyler

Celebrating the 100th anniversary of
the Hungarian Baptist work in America
was a glorious experience for me. Peo-
ple from all over the world participated
in this unforgettable celebration. People
from all parts of the United Sates, Can-
ada, Europe, and even Australia at-
tended. It was great to meet old friends

from near and far and to make many new
friends from the group of about 300+
people who attended. What an array of
talent was displayed during a weekend
of activities. The sermons were inspir-
ing, the history of the Hungarian Baptist
work in America was fascinating, and
the music to me, a professional musi-
cian, was outstanding. We heard vocal
solos, plus French Horn and harp selec-
tions. Outstanding music was per-
formed by a Brass Band, an orchestra,
and a variety of choruses: the Anniver-
sary Choir, a youth choir, a children’s
choir, and a male group, the Old Timers’
Chorus, and congregational singing,
both in Hungarian and in English, such
as each church dreams of. I can’t say
enough about the choruses under such
excellent direction. It was a joy for me to
be here and to participate in all the activ-
ities. Several missionaries to foreign
countries also expressed, in various
ways, the work dearest to their hearts.

This whole experience was beautifully
coordinated by its leaders, the techni-
cians, and the participants. This was my
first visit to Wheaton College with its
beautiful campus and facilities. The Billy
Graham Museum added much to the heri-
tage that American Baptists can be proud
of.

The whole conference was a “bee-
hive” of activity, with a true feeling of =

HUNGARIAN BAPTIST WOMEN’S CONVENTION
HOMECOMING CELEBRATION 2008 by Ethel Petre Kish

Our Hungarian Baptist Convention is
celebrating its /00th Anniversary. It is a
milestone in our history. Looking back,
our forefathers had great vision for the
Hungarian Baptist movement in Amer-
ica. They prayed a lot and worked hard
for the convention. Praise God it has sur-
vived 100 years. Hopefully, it will con-
tinue for many more years.

One hundred years is a long time —
it’s a Century! None of us were there
when the convention was organized, but |
qualify as one of the “old timers” who has
attended convention the longest. God has
blessed me with good memory, thus I
want to take you down memory lane.

In the early 1900°s America was going
through a great change. It was becoming
more and more industrialized. Factories
were sprouting up all over
and jobs were plentiful.
Workers were needed to
fill the job vacancies. Fac-
tory representatives went
to Eastern Europe to re-
cruit workers for the jobs.
Their passage was paid on
a ship. [t wasn’ton a luxu- |
rious cruise ship, but on a
much smaller one as steer-
age passengers. Can you
imagine what it was like
traveling several weeks in |
a crowded ship over the /| &
rough Atlantic Ocean to
an unknown land? My fa- &
ther came to America as a g
young man in one of those
ships. It must have been
very bad because he
would never board a boat
no matter what size it was. The bad ocean
crossing experience remained with him
all of his life.

Hungarians grasped the opportunity to
come here because they wanted a better
way of life and religious freedom. They
came with little or no money, few posses-
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gratitude to God for the work done in the
past by the Hungarian Baptist Churches
throughout the years, with an urgent
plea for continued faithfulness on our
part in the years to come. The theme of
this Centennial Anniversary celebration
was “Great is Thy Faithfulness”. How
appropriate!

I shall remember this experience for a
long time to come. It was heart- warm-
ing, educational, inspirational, and
touched the hearts of all of us the par-
ticipants and the audience —and contrib-
uted greatly to a truly grand celebration.

To God be the Glory!
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“Our Homecoming Queen is Anna Maria Kulcsar. She is not
only our queen, she is also our President.”

Ethel Kish, Anna Maria Kulcsar and dr. Margaret Cserepka.

sions, but with a very strong desire to
have a better life. When they arrived, they
settled in the industrialized cities near
their workplace. They couldn’t speak the
“new strange language” and understood
very little. They needed each other so
they grouped together in communities
where they could communicate with one
another.

Most of the larger cities had a section
where Hungarians lived. Cleveland had
Buckeye Road; Detroit had Delray; Chi-
cago had West Pullman, New York the
Yorkville section; Bridgeport the West
End; New Brunswick the Somerset sec-
tion to name a few. Many of the Hungari-
ans were Baptists and they wanted to
worship and praise God in their own lan-
guage. They sacrificed a lot and built
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churches for their spiritual needs as well
as a place for Christian fellowship. It
wasn’t easy for these pioneers who were
trying to establish a home, work to sup-
port their family and sacrifice time and
money for their church and the Lord’s
work. With God’s guidance and blessing
they were successful in organizing many
churches.

Hungarian immigrants were arriving
in large numbers and all went well for
many years. The churches grew in mem-
bership with a full program; Sunday
School, Choir, Band and Woman’s orga-
nizations. The men handled all the wor-
ship services and prayer meetings. The
women taught Sunday School, sang in the
choir and provided for the fellowship
meetings. They didn’t work outside of the
home, they were what we call today “stay
at home moms . Later, the church women
realized they needed an outlet from their
daily routine and they organized the La-
dies Aid Society. This gave them some
quiet time together to meditate on God’s
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word, socialize and help each other. A
real support group.

The Hungarian Baptist Women'’s Con-
vention was organized from these local
societies. Today, our Hungarian Baptist
Women’s Convention is celebrating too.
It is not 100 years old—we are not cele-
brating a time span. Our celebration is
different! It is our HOMECOMING
CELEBRATION! We have come back
home to Chicago where we have our
roots. Here is where it all began—where
the seed was planted. The Hungarian
Baptist Women’s Convention held its
first meeting at the Hungarian Baptist
Church in West Pullman section of
Chicago in 1914. That was 94 years ago.

Every Homecoming Celebration has a
queen. We have chosen one too! Can you
guess who she is? Our Homecoming
Queen is Anna Maria Kulcsar. She is not
only our queen, she is also our President
and our leader of women. Anna Maria,
please come and receive your crown.

The Hungarian Baptist Women’s
Convention has been meeting annually
since 1914. The first President was Mrs.
Arpad Stumpf. She was an enthusiastic
leader and a dedicated Christian. She
served seven years and later became Hon-
orary President. I knew her personally.
She was my Pastor’s wife in Bridgeport.
She loved her Lord and served Him faith-
fully. The first Vice President was Mrs.
Istvan Orosz; Secretary, Miss llona Toth
and Treasurer, Mrs. Ferenc Jablonski.

When the Women’s Convention orga-
nized, their purpose was to unite all
women of our churches into a fellowship
that will help each one grow in personal
devotion to Jesus Christ as Lord and Sav-
ior and in commitment to the Mission of
His church through worshiping, working
and witnessing in all areas of life, the
Home, the Community, the Nation and
the World.

During the early years, the pioneer
women were faced with great challenges.
They arrived in a new strange country,
had to learn a difficult language, get the
family settled into housing, schools, jobs
and churches. Shopping in the stores was
very difficult too. It was not an easy ad-
justment. Many of you here can relate to
that. They needed a lot of patience and a
lot of prayers. They needed the fellow-
ship of other Christian women as well.
Their strong faith in God and their fervent
prayers carried them through this diffi-
cult period in their life. They drew
strength from God and encouragement
from their church family. They were ded-
icated Christian women and were pre-
pared to make sacrifices for the cause of
Christ. Through their newly formed
churches and the Hungarian Baptist
Women’s Convention they were anxious
to reach out to help wherever and when-

ever needed. They were quick to respond
to the many requests for financial aid as
well as food and clothing. It was showing
God’s love in their witness at home and
abroad.

Soon after their arrival, they were busy
sending “care packages” to those less
fortunate in their homeland. Here in
America, it was a happy time. All was go-
ing very well. Churches flourished. Then
the Great Depression arrived. Jobs were
scarce and there was a lot of unemploy-
ment. This had a drastic effect on the life
of the church, but the women were tal-
ented and resourceful. They found ways
to help with the church budget to keep the
church operating. Church suppers were
very popular at that time. The meat was
donated by the church farmers as their of-
fering for the Lord’s work. The women

prepared those delicious chicken, veal or
pork meals. It was a wonderful time of
fellowship and a way to invite Hungari-
ans for ameal and to hear the Gospel mes-
sage. Tea evenings were popular too.
Grape juice tea was served hot in winter
and chilled in summer with assorted past-
ries.

Sometimes there was a raffle. A do-
nated item such as a tablecloth, quilt or
afghan was sold. These were all fund rais-
ers long ago. Very fond memories! The
church women were hard workers and
had great input.

There were two auxiliary conferences,
the Central Conference and the Eastern
Conference. They met twice a year and
had a strong program of service to our
Lord Jesus Christ.

To be continued

CHILDREN AT THE CONVENTION
By Esther Novak

During our Centennial convention
hosted at Wheaton College in Illinois, I
had the opportunity to work with the chil-
dren’s group alongside Sylvia Kulcsar. |
had been asked to participate a couple of
weeks before and had prepared a C.D. of
English songs which was sent to each
church so the children could practice
them before arriving to Wheaton. Begin-
ning Saturday morning, I met with the
children in a separate room to practice the
songs for a few hours; and then later again
during the evening service; some of us
had even met in between just to “hang
out”.

We presented both Hungarian and
English songs and Bible verses during the
Sunday service. It was awesome to see
how much these kids have grown up! One
minute they’re tiny babies, to becoming
creative, determined young adults. [ was
amazed to see and witness the kind, and
obedient way they took to me, although
most of them had never met me or had last
seen me years ago.

It was nice to feel welcomed and to es-
tablish some sort of connection with them
during that short weekend. I work in the
public school setting so I can honestly say
there hasn’t been another moment I could
compare to the way they treated me in
Wheaton. Reflecting now, I believe what
makes these kids different is their back-
grounds. Most of the children that at-
tended are either 2™ or 3™ generation
Hungarians. But ultimately what tied us
all together were the churches which we
were there to represent.

I believe the church is a very impor-
tant environment and has a substantial
impact on the developing minds of these
children, equally as important as their
home and family. These kids are fortu-
nate to have a physical AND spiritual
home they can turn to in times of need. |
cannot tell you the direction I see Hungar-
ian churches taking in the 21* century,
but I can tell you that by fostering their
beliefs and being involved in these young
people’s lives will only benefit others
who cross their path.
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Kedves Testvérek az Ur
Jézus Krisztusban!

Szeretettel koszontdom az Amerikai
Magyar Baptista Szdovetség 101. Koz-
gytlésére érkezett testvéreket. Kivanom,
hogy az egyiittlét ez alkalommal is
oromteli és aldasos legyen, ugy mint
amikor egyiitt tinnepelhettiink. Mindig jo
azokra az alkalmakra gondolni, ame-
lyeken én is részt vehettem, és kiilondsen
arra, amikor a Testvérek k6zos imadsag-
gal kirendeltek a misszi6 munkara.

Szeretném megkdszonni, hogy a
Szovetség, a gyiilekezetek €s egyéni
adakozok ebben az évben sem felejt-
keztek meg rolam, igy tovabb tudtam
folytatni a megkezdett munkat Sierra
Leonéban. Halas vagyok a Testvéreknek
és Istennek, hogy a Baptista Bibla Iskola
nemcsak ismét beindult Sierra Leoné-
ban, hanem az elmualt harom évben
nagyon szépen fejlodott.

Jelenleg négy helyen folyik egyidében
tanitas a Biblia Iskola-i csoportokban.
Freetownban 12 hallgatd mar befejezte
tanulmanyait, hét lelkészi diplomat, ot
pedig bizonyitvanyt kapott, 55 hallgatd
pedig tovabb folytatja a tanulast a négy
BBI korzetben.

Makeniben, ahol lakom, nemcsak a
BBI, hanem a helyi gyiilekezet is ad
szolgalatra sok lehetéséget. A Béke
Fejedelem Gylilekezet épitkezik, az ame-
rikai magyar testvérek anyagi segit-
ségével mar sikeriilt két kis termet fel-
¢épiteni, ahol elraktarozhattuk az épitd
anyagot. Nemrég fejeztiik be a nagyterem
alapzatanak a lebetonozasat.

Kérlek, tovabbra is imadkozzatok az
itteni munkaért. Ebben az évben szeret-
nék még egy korzetben BBI tanfolyamot
inditani. Sajnos kis autbmmal nagyon ne-
héz a kozlekedés, vannak egyhazkerii-
letek, amelyekbe még el sem tudtam jut-
ni. Honapok 6ta ingazok Makeni és Free-
town kozott, hogy egy hasznalhato hasz-
nalt autot talaljak, de eddig ez még nem
sikeriilt. Kérlek imadkozzatok az autd-
cseréért, és biztonsagos kozlekedésért.

Hala az Urnak, egészséges vagyok, €s
a koromhoz képest jol birom magam, bar
a szaraz évszak egy kicsit engem is
“kiszaritott”. A haldészobamban az atlag
hémérséklet 100 fok kordl volt. Mivel
még minding nincs aram a varosbol, igy
arra gondolni sem lehet, hogy 1égkon-
dicionaldt szereltessek be a lakasba.
Imadkozzatok jo egészségért és azért,
hogy a nagy meleg miatt kdnnyen romld
elektromos hasznalati eszkdzoket (mobil
telefon, t61td, nyomtato, digitalis kamera,
stb.) meg tudjam javitani, vagy ki tudjam
cserélni.

Legféképpen pedig imadkozzatok
azért, hogy az Ur adjon sok lelki aldast a
BBI munkajara, ¢és a hallgatokkal eljus-
sunk olyan telepiilésekre és néptor-

zsekhez, amelyek eddig elzarkoztak az
evangélium eldl.

Az linnepld Kozgyiilésre, az Amerikai
Magyar Baptista Szovetség Elnokségére,
a QGyiilekezetekre ¢és az egész Testvé-
riségre kivanom az Ur nagyon gazdag
aldasat.

Testvéri szeretettel,
Fiiredi Kamilla

Unnepi Koszonto!

Szeretettel koszontom az Eszak-
Amerikai Magyar Baptista Szévetség 100
éves évforduloja alkalmabol szervezett
iinnepség minden résztvevojét!

A 2002-es amerikai népszamlalas
alkalmaval kozel masfél millidan vallot-
tak magukat magyarnak vagy magyar
felmenokkel rendelkezOknek az Egyesiilt
Allamokban. Bér a tiz évvel korabbi
értekhez képest sajnos jelentds fogyast
konyvelhetiink el, a szdm abszolut érték-
ben még mindig oOridsi, a Magyaror-
szagon kiviili magyar kozosségek koziil
csak az erdélyi szamit nagyobbnak. Ha
viszont beleszamitjuk Kanadat is ¢€s
Eszak-Amerikat egy tombként nézzik,
akkor mar mi szdmitunk a legnépesebb
hataron tali magyar kdzdsségnek.

Szamos tényezd jarult hozza ahhoz,
hogy az o6hazatol elszakadt amerikai
magyarokban két-harom, sot sok esetben
négy-06t generacio elteltével sem halt ki a
magyar identitds. Iskolaink, konyvta-
raink, cserkészcsapataink, alapitvanya-
ink mind mind hozzéjarultak ahhoz, hogy
megfogyva bar, de €16 kozosségként 1ép-
junk be az uj évezredbe. De mindennél
jelentdsebb a torténelmi magyar egyha-
zaink szerepe a magyar szellemiség
ébren tartasaban. Egyhazaink biztosi-
tottak a nyelv, a kultira tovabbadasat, és
mai napig kozosségként tartjak Ossze
magyar testvéreinket.

Ennek jegyében a CSAK 32 éves Hun-
garian Human Rights Foundation elnd-
keként koszontom a 100 éves Eszak-
Amerikai Magyar Baptista Szovetséget,
méltatom kozOosségépitd erejét és a ma-
gyar identitastudat fenntartasaért végzett
munkajat!

Hamos Laszlo
a Hungarian Human Rights
Foundation elnoke

Tobben is kdszontotték a jubilald ko-
zOsséget levélben és telefonon. Orommel
adtuk at tobbek kozott

Dr. Viczian Janos testvér koszontését
Kelownabol, aki torontoi lelkipasztor-
saga idején maga is részese volt szdvetsé-
giinknek;

A Vajdasagi (Nyul Zoltan), a Karpa-
taljai (Cidor Lajos) €s a Felvidéki (Doczé
Balint) lelkipasztor testvérek aldaski-
vanasat.

AHITATOS PERCEK

“Hiresek lesznek utédaik a nemzetek
kozt, és ivadékaik a népek kozott. Barki
latja Oket, folismeri, hogy ezt a népet
megaldotta az Ur”. (Ezs 61,9)

Szaz évvel ezelott alakult meg az
amerikai magyar baptista gylilekezetek
szovetsége. A Chicago melletti Wheaton
College ad helyet ezen a hétvégén a
centenariumi linnepségeknek. Ezt az e-
gyetemet Billy Graham testvér alapitotta.
A szdvetség amerikai gyiilekezeteibol,
Kanadabol, Ausztraliabol és Europabol
érkez6 vendégeket magyar énekszo és
favoszene fogadja majd a Graham Cen-
ter-nél. Igyekeztiink olyan programot
késziteni, hogy ugy a fiatalok, mint az
iddsek jol érezzék magukat; egyiitt
tanuljunk elddeink szép példajabol és
er6t meritsiink a magyar misszio folyta-
tasahoz,

Az Ezsajas profétatol vett idézet a
diaszporaban €16 zsidosagrol szol, akik a
nemzetek kozti szétszorattatasban, va-
gyis legnagyobb nemzeti tragédidjukban
lettek ismertté, mint az Ur altal megaldott
nép. Sok hasonlosag van a zsidosag és a
magyar nép torténelmében.

Szovetségiink gyiilekezetei is ugy jot-
tek létre, hogy a hazatdl tavolra szakadt
testvérek egymasra talaltak az idegenben.
Az otthon gyakran hatranyosan megkii-
16nboztetett baptista hivék itt a legna-
gyobb protestans felekezet része lettek,
megorizve azokat a sajatossagokat, me-
lyek a hit megéléséhez és az amerikai-
magyar ¢let folytatdsahoz sziikségesek
voltak.

Nem biiszkeséggel, de halaval emlé-
keziink azokra, akik hiiségesek maradtak
magyar gyiilekezetiikhoz, és tigy a misz-
szioban, mint a polgari életben bizonyi-
tottak, hogy Isten segitségével otthon
vagyunk barhol is éljiink az O vilagéban,
ésigy, a hasznossagra torekvésiiket meg-
aldhatta az Ur. Nem sopankodtak, nem
almodoztak, nem itélkeztek és nem irigy-
kedtek, hanem szorgalmasan dolgoztak.

Kozel husz éves lelkipasztori szolga-
latom soran szinte minden részét megis-
merhettem mar Amerikanak, ahol ma-
gyarok élnek. Mindeniitt azt tapasz-
taltam, hogy a hivoket megaldotta az Ur.
Az0ton, ami a magyarok nehéz iitja volta
mult szdzadban, Krisztust kovetd eléde-
ink gyonyori palyat futottak be. A példa-
juk minket is hiiségre nevel.

Novak Jozsef

Az AHITAT 2008. julius 18-4ra ezt az
imatémat jeldlte meg a vilag minden ré-
szén €16 magyar baptistak imatémajaul:
. Adjunk halat és konyorogjiink az
Eszak-Amerikai Magyar Baptista Sz0-
vetségben folyo munkdért!

Csoda, hogy jol sikeriilt az tinneplé-
siink? Az Ur meghallgatta az imadsago-
kat. Hala N¢ki, s koszonet a testvéreknek.



