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whether there is a quar terly state ment and 
he wanted to see that. He was re lieved
only when I told him that Zsigmond kept
the struc ture he used to have even though
he is us ing a dif fer ent ac count ing pro -
gram.  Why is that im por tant for us?  Be -
cause God is look ing for men who are
faith ful in what ever they are do ing. Let us 
be faith ful to our call ing not just for a
short or long pe riod of time but un til the
very end as Lajos bacsi has. 

Dear Friderika and fam ily: all the
mem bers of our Hun gar ian Churches –in -
clud ing my church in De troit- share your
pain and loss. May God com fort you and
give you peace. How for tu nate we are, we 
who be lieve in the Lord Je sus Christ, that
we can hope that we shall meet again in
the pres ence of our blessed Sav ior.

 Dr. A. Geza Herjeczki
Pres i dent of the Con ven tion

as sess needs and to help them. The Hun -
gar ian Con ven tion was blessed to have
had the ser vices of Brother Drescher. He
will be sorely missed as a pillar of sup port 
for Hun gar ian Bap tist causes. May his
mem ory be blessed. 

(Taken from the pro gram sheet of the
me mo rial ser vice.) 

LOUIS
DRESCHER

 
 1922 - 2009 

Louis Drescher was born on Jan u ary 6, 
1922 in Sopron, Hungary, to Ger man-
speak ing Bap tist par ents. Lou was an in -
tel li gent young man who knew what he
wanted. Early on he un der stood the im -
por tance of ed u ca tion and pur su ing goals
in life. He stud ied with a pri vate tu tor to
pre pare for high school grad u a tion ex ams. 

In 1944 at the age of 22 Lou married his 
sweet heart, Friderika, who also at tended
the Bap tist church. Soon there af ter, he was 
drafted into the Hun gar ian Army and went 
to war. In World War II his fam ily fled the
ap proach ing Rus sian army and went to
Ger many. There, Lou even tually was re -
united with his wife and fam ily. 

In Ger many Mr. Drescher soon es tab -
lished him self and be came an ex ec u tive in a 
Ger man firm. When the fam ily needed to
make a new start in life, they sought
immigration to the United States, settling in 
Cleveland, where they knew other
Hungarian Bap tists had come. Difficult
years followed, but Louis was tough. Lou
be came a brick layer to earn a livelihood for
his family while he learned Eng lish. Af ter
work he at tended classes at Cleveland State 
University at night to study ac count ing. He
was successful enough to gain a position
with the Van Darn Corporation in Cleve -
land. After some years he became Chief
Accountant there. 

A sig nif i cant phase of Mr. Drescher’s
life was when he be came involved with
the Hungarian Bap tist Con ven tion. He
was a board mem ber of the Bethesda Bap -
tist Re tire ment Home in Palm Bay,
Florida for 35 years. Mr. Drescher also be -
came the trea surer of the Hun gar ian Bap -
tist Con ven tion. To quote his friend and
col league Dr. Jo seph Debreczeni, a CPA,
Lou’s work was su pe rior in qual ity and ex -
em plary. There was never any prob lem in
fil ing the nec es sary gov ern ment re ports
for the con ven tion or home, ac cord ing to
the au di tor. Years later when the Bap tist
home was sold, Mr. Drescher ef fec tively
in vested the funds re ceived from the sale
of the home. Louis man i  fested his
devotion to the min is try to the el derly and
Hungarian Bap tist causes. This be came
the cul mi na tion of his Chris tian ser vice
and devotion to help ing oth ers. 

In ad di tion to do ing Hun gar ian Bap tist 
work in the United States, Lou ad vised
the Con ven tion re gard ing Transylvanian, 
Hun gar ian, and Ca na dian is sues. He trav -
eled countless times to visit churches to

DEAR FAM ILY AND FRIENDS!

As I re flect on the last 20 and some
years of our brother Drescher’s life I want 
to make two state ments re gard ing him.
First: I am think ing of him as a man of the
fu ture, and sec ondly as a faith ful trea -
surer.

We called him 20 years ago Mr.
Drescher, the Trea surer. But for the last
10 years he was sim ply Lajos bácsi to all
of us at the Hun gar ian Con ven tion or dur -
ing the com mit tee meet ings.

In the be gin ning we were a lit tle afraid
of him but later as we got to know him
better and better we started to love and
ap pre ci ate him. He had a warm heart and
a sharp mind. It took years for us youn ger
folks to re al ize that we have a good friend
in him. 

Ev ery body who knows a lit tle bit of
the Amer i can Hun gar ian Bap tist mis sion
knows that a ma jor shift hap pened
around 20 years ago. In stead of ceas ing
to func tion, in stead of merg ing with Eng -
lish speak ing con gre ga tions, or in stead of 
giv ing up the Hun gar ian tra di tion and
lan guage most of our churches be came
more ac tive and pro gres sive in pur su ing a 
Hun gar ian mis sion here in Amer ica. Mr.
Drescher, that is Lajos bacsi, was the
most un der stand ing and help ful of all the
peo ple of the older gen er a tion. 

He was in stru men tal when, af ter the
sale of the Home, we cre ated a new by law 
for the Con ven tion. He re ally loved these
churches and its peo ple. You don’t know
how happy he was dur ing most of our re -
cent meet ings even if it took a lot of en -
ergy from him. He was young at heart and 
had a vi sion for the Hun gar ian mis sion.

By the way – he loved his old coun try
and his peo ple there too, ac tu ally he
wanted to go back again to see dr. Laszlo
Gerzsenyi, and dr. Varga or Andras Mikes
but he ar rived to an even better place.

And sec ondly: He was the trea surer
for the Hun gar ian Bap tist Con ven tion for 
30 years. Dur ing the last few years I had
the im pres sion that he con sid ers that his
life’s main mis sion. It was very hard for
him to leave that re spon si bil ity to any -
body else. A few weeks ago he re turned
my call on his cell phone (that was the last 
con ver sa tion I had with Lajos bacsi) and
he asked me among oth ers things about
how the new trea surer is han dling the fi -
nan cial tasks. He wanted to know

Com mu nion at Brother
Louis Drescher’s Bed side

dur ing his ill ness 

We ar rived at Brother Louis Drescher’s
house on Oc to ber 4, 2009, bring ing him
the Word of God and com mu nion with a
heavy heart and re al iz ing the grav ity of
our re spon si bil ity. Dr. Rev. Zoltan Pinter
served the com mu nion and el ders Sandor
Kiss, Lajos Imre and re tired min is ter Dr.
Rev. Laszio Fazekas were also pres ent. 

To our  joy and sur prise, Brother Louis 
wel comed us with a fresh and up lift ing
spirit. He gave us a de tailed sum mary of
his health sta tus and no words of com -
plaint left his lips. 

Af ter a prayer, Isa iah 54:10 was
quoted “yet my un fail ing love for you will
not be shaken, nor my cov e nant of peace
be re moved, says the Lord, who has com -
pas sion on you.” Af ter a short med i ta tion
on the scrip tures, we shared com mu nion
along with his be loved wife, Friderika
Drescher. We prayed again and Brother
Louis was the last one to ad dress our
Heav enly Fa ther: “My Fa ther, for give my 
sins. In front of you is your tired ser vant,
who is ask ing for per mis sion to en ter his
ev er last ing home.” 

Dur ing those few min utes of prayer,
we were lifted out of earthly re al ity and
we ex pe ri enced the pres ence of the Holy
Spirit. It was an un for get ta ble few min -
utes for us. We wit nessed our brother’s
spir i tual re union with his mer ci ful and
gra cious Fa ther in Heaven. 

We are cer tain that we were joined, not 
just in com mu nion, but also in the op por -
tu nity to stand be fore the throne of grace
with our tired brother who had en dured
much. “Who ever serves me must fol low
me; and where I am, my ser vant also will
be. My Fa ther will honor the one who
serves me.” John 12:26.

 

               Rev. Dr. Laszlo Fazekas 
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Death: Be cause of Christ,
You Can Face It 

by Max Lucado 

As heart sur ger ies go, mine was far
from the risk i est. But any pro ce dure that
re quires four hours of probes in side your 
heart is enough to war rant an added
prayer. So on the eve of my sur gery,
Denalyn, I, and some kind friends of -
fered our share. We were stay ing at a ho -
tel ad ja cent to the Cleve land Clinic in
Ohio. We asked God to bless the doc tors
and watch over the nurses. Af ter we chat -
ted a few min utes, they wished me well
and said good-bye. I needed to go to bed
early. But be fore I could sleep, I wanted
to of fer one more prayer … alone.

I took the el e va tor down to the lobby
and found a quiet cor ner and be gan to
think. What if the sur gery goes awry?
What if this is my fi nal night on earth? Is
there any one with whom I should make
my peace? Do I need to phone any per -
son and make amends? I could n’t think
of any one. (So if you are think ing I
should have called you, sorry. Per haps
we should talk.)

Next I wrote let ters to my wife and
daugh ters, each be gin ning with the sen -
tence “If you are read ing this, some thing 
went wrong in the sur gery.”

Then God and I had the most hon est
of talks. We be gan with a good re view of 
my first half cen tury. The de tails would
bore you, but they en ter tained us. I
thanked him for grace be yond mea sure
and for a wife who de scended from the
an gels. My tab u la tion of bless ings could 
have gone on all night and threat ened to
do just that. So I stopped and of fered this 
prayer: I’m in good hands, Lord. The
doc tors are pre pared; the staff is ex pe ri -
enced. But even with the best of care,
things hap pen. This could be my fi nal
night in this ver sion of life, and I’d like
you to know, if that’s the case, I’m okay.

And I went to bed. And slept like a
baby. As things turned out, I re cov ered
from the sur gery, and here I am, strong
as ever, still pound ing away at the com -
puter key board. One thing is dif fer ent,
though. This mat ter of dy ing bravely?

I think I will. May you do the same.

       (From Fear less, Nel son, 2009)

Szeretettel köszöntjük olvasóinkat
Santa Monicából. A fénykép a Mag yar

Pátkai Imre szolgálata Torontóban

Két hetet töltött Torontóban Pátkai
Imre, magyarországi baptista zongora-
művész októberben. Ez idő alatt nemcsak 
a mi gyülekezetünkben, de a város több
mag yar és angol nyelvű templomban is
hallhattuk kiváló, művészi zongorajá-
tékát. A hallgatók közül néhányan már
találkozhattak vele a Központi Énekkar
ittléte alkalmával.

Pátkai Imre személyisége és művészi
zongorajátéka egyaránt megragadta hall-
gatóit. A nehéz klasszikus művek magas-
szintű előadása bemutatta a többszörös
díjnyertes művész tudását, a mag yar
szerzők művei a szülőföld iránti szere-
tetét, énekfeldolgozásai pedig mint ze-
neszerzőt, alázatosan megélt hívő meg-
győződésével. Énekfeldogozásait tartal-
mazza a CD, amelyen néhány énekben
más szólóhangszer játsza a dallamot:
fuvola, fagott, hegedű és cselló.

Énekfeldolgozásaiból adott elő néhá-
nyat imaházunkban is, jól ismert, kedves
énekeink művészi változatait. A végén
testvéreink kértek énekeket, ezeket Pát-
kai testvér rögtönzött változatban, egy
füzérbe fonva adta elő, mindnyájunk
örömére.

Örülünk annak, hogy köztünk lehetett, 
hogy szavaival és muzsikájával bizony-
ságot tett Jézus Krisztusba vetett hitéről.

  

                               Oláh Gabriella

Bemerítés Alhambrában

De cem ber huszadikán, Ad vent negye- 
dik vasárnapján hitvalló bemerítkezéssel
tett vallást az Úr Jézusban nyert üdvös-
ségről Kenessey Rudolf testvérünk. 

Már egy éve látogatja a gyülekeze-
tünket a feleségével, Katalinnal. Meg-
térése történetében meghatározó esemé-
nyekként említette azokat, amelyekben
Isten oltalmazó közbeavatkozásait is-
merte fel. Az első ilyent fájó emlékként
viselte; négyéves kisfiú volt, amikor a
kistarcsai internáló táborból a halál-
táborba szállítottak sokszáz zsidót, köz-
tük az ő közvetlen hozzátartozóit is. Őt
nem vitték el, de a fájó és félelmetes
megtapasztalást bélyegként viselte egész
életében.  

Az evangéliumot hallva értette meg,
hogy Isten szereti, és terve van az ő
életével is. A bemerítésnél Novák testvér
az Ároni áldást idézte. A következő úr-
vacsorai alkalmon Bibliával ajándé-
koztuk meg Kenessey testvért.    NJ

Making a will? Don’t for get about
the Con ven tion, 

our Hun gar ian mis sion.
Végrendeletet készít? 

Ne feledkezzen el 
Szövetségünkről, az amerikai 

mag yar baptista misszióról.

Novák József lelkipásztor bemeríti
Kenessey Rudolfot

ALHAMBRA

SANTA MONICA Bibliai Gyülekezetben (Hun gar ian Bi ble 
Church) készült néhány hete, kará-
csonykor.

Magasztaljuk az Urat, hogy lehetővé
teszi, hogy továbbra is össze jöjjünk

m inde n va sárn ap,
hogy evangéliumot
ha ll ju nk mag  yar
nyelven. Rev.  Va-
dász János újévi ige-
hirdetésének pl . ez
volt a címe: Mit ten-
nél, ha ez lenne az
utolsó napod?

Rádiós  szolgálat
időpontjai: vasárnap
d.u. 4:00 a KTYM
14 60 ál l omás on.
Rádiós információ:
www.ktym.com

             Helen Olah

Végezetül, hálásak vagyunk Istennek
az elmúlt időszakért, és szeretnénk, hogy
a nyári jubileumon felújított imaházban,
megújult szívvel tudjunk ünnepelni
mindazokkal, akik mellénk szeretnének
társulni e rendkívüli alkalomból.    

                                  Püsök Dániel

TO RONTO,  folytatás a 6. oldalról


