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Louis Drescher was born on January 6,
1922 in Sopron, Hungary, to German-
speaking Baptist parents. Lou was an in-
telligent young man who knew what he
wanted. Early on he understood the im-
portance of education and pursuing goals
in life. He studied with a private tutor to
prepare for high school graduation exams.

In 1944 at the age 022 Loumarried his
sweetheart, Friderika, who also attended
the Baptist church. Soon thereafter, he was
drafted into the Hungarian Army and went
to war. In World War II his family fled the
approaching Russian army and went to
Germany. There, Lou eventually was re-
united with his wife and family.

In Germany Mr. Drescher soon estab-
lished himselfand became an executive ina
German firm. When the family needed to
make a new start in life, they sought
immigration to the United States, settling in
Cleveland, where they knew other
Hungarian Baptists had come. Difficult
years followed, but Louis was tough. Lou
became a bricklayer to earn a livelihood for
his family while he leamed English. A fter
work he attended classes at Cleveland State
University at night to study accounting. He
was successful enough to gain a position
with the Van Darn Corporation in Cleve-
land. After some years he became Chief
Accountant there.

A significant phase of Mr. Drescher’s
life was when he became involved with
the Hungarian Baptist Convention. He
was a board member of the Bethesda Bap-
tist Retirement Home in Palm Bay,
Florida for 35 years. Mr. Drescher also be-
came the treasurer of the Hungarian Bap-
tist Convention. To quote his friend and
colleague Dr. Joseph Debreczeni, a CPA,
Lou’s work was superior in quality and ex-
emplary. There was never any problem in
filing the necessary government reports
for the convention or home, according to
the auditor. Years later when the Baptist
home was sold, Mr. Drescher effectively
invested the funds received from the sale
of the home. Louis manifested his
devotion to the ministry to the elderly and
Hungarian Baptist causes. This became
the culmination of his Christian service
and devotion to helping others.

In additionto doing Hungarian Baptist
work in the United States, Lou advised
the Convention regarding Transylvanian,
Hungarian, and Canadian issues. He trav-
eled countless times to visit churches to

assess needs and to help them. The Hun-
garian Convention was blessed to have
had the services of Brother Drescher. He
will be sorely missed as a pillar of support
for Hungarian Baptist causes. May his
memory be blessed.

(Taken from the program sheet of the
memorial service.)

DEAR FAMILY AND FRIENDS!

As 1 reflect on the last 20 and some
years of our brother Drescher’s life  want
to make two statements regarding him.
First: I am thinking of him as aman of the
future, and secondly as a faithful trea-
surer.

We called him 20 years ago Mr.
Drescher, the Treasurer. But for the last
10 years he was simply Lajos bdcsi to all
ofus at the Hungarian Convention or dur-
ing the committee meetings.

In the beginning we were a little afraid
of him but later as we got to know him
better and better we started to love and
appreciate him. He had a warm heart and
asharp mind. It took years for us younger
folks to realize that we have a good friend
in him.

Everybody who knows a little bit of
the American Hungarian Baptist mission
knows that a major shift happened
around 20 years ago. Instead of ceasing
to function, instead of merging with Eng-
lish speaking congregations, or instead of
giving up the Hungarian tradition and
language most of our churches became
more active and progressive in pursuing a
Hungarian mission here in America. Mr.
Drescher, that is Lajos bacsi, was the
most understanding and helpful of all the
people of the older generation.

He was instrumental when, after the
sale of the Home, we created a new bylaw
for the Convention. He really loved these
churches and its people. You don’t know
how happy he was during most of our re-
cent meetings even if it took a lot of en-
ergyfrom him. He was young at heart and
had a vision for the Hungarian mission.

By the way — he loved his old country
and his people there too, actually he
wanted to go back again to see dr. Laszlo
Gerzsenyi, and dr. Varga or Andras Mikes
but he arrived to an even better place.

And secondly: He was the treasurer
for the Hungarian Baptist Convention for
30 years. During the last few years I had
the impression that he considers that his
life’s main mission. It was very hard for
him to leave that responsibility to any-
body else. A few weeks ago he returned
my call on his cell phone (that was the last
conversation I had with Lajos bacsi) and
he asked me among others things about
how the new treasurer is handling the fi-
nancial tasks. He wanted to know

whether there is a quarterly statement and
he wanted to see that. He was relieved
only when I told him that Zsigmond kept
the structure he used to have even though
he is using a different accounting pro-
gram. Why is that important for us? Be-
cause God is looking for men who are
faithful in whatever they are doing. Let us
be faithful to our calling not just for a
short or long period of time but until the
very end as Lajos bacsi has.

Dear Friderika and family: all the
members of our Hungarian Churches —in-
cluding my church in Detroit- share your
pain and loss. May God comfort you and
give you peace. How fortunate we are, we
who believe in the Lord Jesus Christ, that
we can hope that we shall meet again in
the presence of our blessed Savior.

Dr. A. Geza Herjeczki
President of the Convention

Communion at Brother
Louis Drescher’s Bedside
during his illness

We arrived at Brother Louis Drescher’s
house on October 4, 2009, bringing him
the Word of God and communion with a
heavy heart and realizing the gravity of
our responsibility. Dr. Rev. Zoltan Pinter
served the communion and elders Sandor
Kiss, Lajos Imre and retired minister Dr.
Rev. Laszio Fazekas were also present.

Toour joy and surprise, Brother Louis
welcomed us with a fresh and uplifting
spirit. He gave us a detailed summary of
his health status and no words of com-
plaint left his lips.

After a prayer, Isaiah 54:10 was
quoted “yet my unfailing love for you will
not be shaken, nor my covenant of peace
be removed, says the Lord, who has com-
passion on you.” After a short meditation
on the scriptures, we shared communion
along with his beloved wife, Friderika
Drescher. We prayed again and Brother
Louis was the last one to address our
Heavenly Father: “My Father, forgive my
sins. In front of you is your tired servant,
who is asking for permission to enter his
everlasting home.”

During those few minutes of prayer,
we were lifted out of earthly reality and
we experienced the presence of the Holy
Spirit. It was an unforgettable few min-
utes for us. We witnessed our brother’s
spiritual reunion with his merciful and
gracious Father in Heaven.

We are certain that we were joined, not
just in communion, but also in the oppor-
tunity to stand before the throne of grace
with our tired brother who had endured
much. “Whoever serves me must follow
me; and where I am, my servant also will
be. My Father will honor the one who
serves me.” John 12:26.

Rev. Dr. Laszlo Fazekas
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Death: Because of Christ,

You Can Face It
by Max Lucado

As heart surgeries go, mine was far
from the riskiest. But any procedure that
requires four hours of probes inside your
heart is enough to warrant an added
prayer. So on the eve of my surgery,
Denalyn, I, and some kind friends of-
fered our share. We were staying ata ho-
tel adjacent to the Cleveland Clinic in
Ohio. We asked God to bless the doctors
and watch over the nurses. After we chat-
ted a few minutes, they wished me well
and said good-bye. I needed to go to bed
early. But before I could sleep, I wanted
to offer one more prayer ... alone.

I took the elevator down to the lobby
and found a quiet corner and began to
think. What if the surgery goes awry?
What if this is my final night on earth? Is
there anyone with whom I should make
my peace? Do [ need to phone any per-
son and make amends? 1 couldn’t think
of anyone. (So if you are thinking I
should have called you, sorry. Perhaps
we should talk.)

Next I wrote letters to my wife and
daughters, each beginning with the sen-
tence “If you are reading this, something
went wrong in the surgery.”

Then God and I had the most honest
oftalks. We began with a good review of
my first half century. The details would
bore you, but they entertained us. I
thanked him for grace beyond measure
and for a wife who descended from the
angels. My tabulation ofblessings could
have gone on all night and threatened to
dojust that. SoI stopped and offered this
prayer: I'm in good hands, Lord. The
doctors are prepared; the staff is experi-
enced. But even with the best of care,
things happen. This could be my final
night in this version of life, and I'd like
youto know, ifthat’s the case, ['m okay.

And I went to bed. And slept like a
baby. As things turned out, I recovered
from the surgery, and here I am, strong
as ever, still pounding away at the com-
puter keyboard. One thing is different,
though. This matter of dying bravely?

I think I will. May you do the same.

(From Fearless, Nelson, 2009)

Making a will? Don’t forget about
the Convention,
our Hungarian mission.
Végrendeletet készit?
Ne feledkezzen el
Szovetséglinkrdl, az amerikai
magyar baptista missziorol.

ALHAMBRA

Bemerités Alhambraban

December huszadikan, Advent negye-
dik vasarnapjan hitvallé bemeritkezéssel
tett vallast az Ur Jézusban nyert {idv0s-
ségrol Kenessey Rudolf testvériink.
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Novak Jozsef lelkipasztor bemeriti
Kenessey Rudolfot

Mar egy éve latogatja a gyiilekeze-
tinket a feleségével, Katalinnal. Meg-
térése torténetében meghatarozo esemé-
nyekként emlitette azokat, amelyekben
Isten oltalmazo kozbeavatkozasait is-
merte fel. Az elsd ilyent faj6 emlékként
viselte; négyéves kisfiu volt, amikor a
kistarcsai internald taborbdl a halal-
tiborba széllitottak sokszaz zsidot, koz-
tik az 6 kozvetlen hozzatartozoit is. Ot
nem vitték el, de a fajo és félelmetes
megtapasztalast bélyegként viselte egész
életében.

Az evangéliumot hallva értette meg,
hogy Isten szereti, és terve van az 6
életével is. A bemeritésnél Novak testvér
az Aroni aldast idézte. A kovetkezd ur-
vacsorai alkalmon Biblidaval ajandé-
koztuk meg Kenessey testvért. NJ

SANTA MONICA

Szeretettel koszontjilkk olvasodinkat
Santa Monicabol. A fénykép a Magyar

TORONTO, folytatds a 6. oldalrdl

Végezetiil, halasak vagyunk Istennek
az elmult id6szakért, €s szeretnénk, hogy
a nyari jubileumon feltjitott imahazban,
megujult szivvel tudjunk iinnepelni
mindazokkal, akik mellénk szeretnének
tarsulni e rendkiviili alkalombol.

Piisok Daniel

Patkai Imre szolgalata Torontoban

Két hetet toltdtt Torontoban Pdtkai
Imre, magyarorszagi baptista zongora-
milvész oktoberben. Ez1d6 alatt nemcsak
a mi gylilekezetlinkben, de a varos tobb
magyar és angol nyelvii templomban is
hallhattuk kivald, miivészi zongoraja-
tékat. A hallgatok koziil néhanyan mar
talalkozhattak vele a Kozponti Enekkar
ittléte alkalmaval.

Patkai Imre személyisége és miivészi
zongorajatéka egyarant megragadta hall-
gatoit. A nehéz klasszikus miivek magas-
szintli el6adasa bemutatta a tobbszords
dijnyertes miivész tuddsat, a magyar
szerz6k miivei a sziiléfold iranti szere-
tetét, énekfeldolgozasai pedig mint ze-
neszerzOt, alizatosan megélt hivé meg-
gy6zddésével. Enekfeldogozasait tartal-
mazza a CD, amelyen néhany énekben
mas szolohangszer jatsza a dallamot:
fuvola, fagott, hegedti és cselld.

Enekfeldolgozasaibol adott elé néha-
nyat imahazunkban is, jol ismert, kedves
énekeink miivészi valtozatait. A végén
testvéreink kértek énekeket, ezeket Pat-
kai testvér rogtonzott valtozatban, egy
fiizérbe fonva adta eld, mindnyajunk
Orémére.

Oriiliink annak, hogy koztiink Iehetett,
hogy szavaival és muzsikajaval bizony-
sagot tett Jézus Krisztusba vetett hitérol.

Olah Gabriella

Bibliai Gyiilekezetben (Hungarian Bible
Church) késziilt néhany hete, kara-
csonykor.
Magasztaljuk az Urat, hogy lehetové
teszi, hogy tovabbra is Ossze jojjlink
we—m minden vasarnap,
| hogy evangéliumot
halljunk magyar
nyelven. Rev. Va-
dasz Janos 1jévi ige-
hirdetésének pl. ez
volt a cime: Mit ten-
nél, ha ez lenne az
utolso napod?

Radios szolgalat
idépontjai: vasarnap
d.u. 4:00 a KTYM
1460 4allomason.
Rédios informacio:
d www.ktym.com
Helen Olah



