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PATRIOTISM (1)

Patriotism applies to all citizens.
Some of us are citizens by birth — others
by choice. The dictionary states, “Patri-
otism is a love and loyal devotion to
one’s country, and it is right and fitting
that we honor our country on special
days of the year. I have chosen just three
days from our history to share with you.

Memorial Day is remembered on
May 30. There have been many wars
since our country was founded, and
none of them has been easy to bear. We
must never forget the sacrifice that so
many have made that we might havelib-
erty.

The next day I would like you to re-
call is Flag Day. The birth of the Stars
and Stripes is June 14, 1777. Its creation
was proclaimed in a resolution of the
Continental Congress. Red stands for
courage, zeal, fervency. White stands
for purity, cleanliness of life and con-
duct. Blue stands for loyalty, devotion,
friendship, justice and truth. This flag
which we honor and under which we
serve is the symbol of liberty, both civil
and religious. It is the emblem of unity,
our power, our thought and purpose as a
nation.

Patriotism - a love and devotion to
ones’ country. Yes we are citizens of
this land. But America has many prob-
lems that need correcting. We need a re-
turn to honesty, caring for others, seeing
worth in every human being, and a re-
turn to God. Someone has said, “Evil
flourishes when good men do nothing.”
We must work to right the wrongs of our
beloved country.

But there is another land that we as
Christians belong to: the kingdom of
God, and we journey toward that bright
city that is eternal, where God is the
light, where there is no darkness, where
love, joy and peace abide for ever and
ever. We are born into this kingdom by a
gift of God and we elect it by choice.

Patriotism applies to this land also.
Love and devotion is our responsibility
(and our privilege) to God and His king-
dom. We must work to share the Good
News with others. What a glorious heri-
tage is ours. So don’t be in despair - a
better day and a better land will be ours
for eternity.

Revelation 21:1-8
Margaret Brown T

WHICH IS THE GREATEST COMMANDMENT?
By Irma F. Matrai

People repeatedly tried to trap Jesus
through his speech because they wanted
to find areason for his crucifixion. Once
the Pharisees and the Herodians asked
him: ”Is it right to pay taxes to Caesar or
not?” Yet, his wise reply immediately
silenced them. Another time the
antiresurrection Sadducees tried to
tempt him by asking a strange question
on that subject. Yet, he silenced them
also. Then a Pharisee who was an expert
in the law tested him by asking: “which
is the greatest commandment?” Only
to receive a clever answer too. In Mat-
thew 22:34-39 (NIV)we read:

Hearing that Jesus silenced the Saddu-
cees, the Pharisees got together. One of
them, an expert in the law, tested him with
this question: “Teacher, which is the
greatest commandment in the law?” Je-
sus replied: “Love the Lordyour God with
all your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the first and
greatest commandment. And the second is
like it: Love your neighbor as yourself.
All the law and Prophets hang on these
two commandments.

Last time, we talked about how Jesus
and the apostles asked Christians to love
one another so that people may believe
that Jesus was the Son of God, and they
were his followers. For, God’s children
are able to love each other —if they want
to — because if they totally yield them-
selves to the indwelling Holy Spirit, he
will bring forth this love in their life.

At the same time, Jesus’ reply to the
question: which is the greatest command-
ment? — Explains the same thing when he
said: “Love the Lord our God with all
your heart and with all your soul and
with all your mind. This is the first and
greatest commandment.” And only af-
terwards added: “And the second is like
it: Love your neighbor as yourself.”
Why is this the sequence? How should
we love our neighbors? And what will
be the results? — We may ask.

Why should we love God first and
only afterwards our neighbors? Be-
cause we are only able to truly and fer-
vently love our neighbors — whether they
deserve it or not; whether they return our
love or not; whether they agree with us or
not; if, first of all we love God with all
our heart, soul, and mind. For, when
we sincerely try to love God, we will aim
to be as obedient and pleasing to him, as
possible. Therefore, first of all, we will
follow his instructions when he asks us to
invite his son, Jesus into our heart. Then,
we will totally yield ourselves, our time,

our strength, and our all to his indwelling
Holy Spirit and will continuously allow
him to rule, cleanse, and use us, and to
make us more and more holy and loving.
Till we will be filled with his visible,
wonderful love.

In case however, we want to love our
fellow-men first, and don’t care about
loving God; we are left to depend on our
human ability to love them. Which —
without the love of God — is practically
impossible! Oh, we may be able to tem-
porarily love our children, spouses, or
parents; without loving God. But if, or
when, they attack or hurt us; we may not
be able to continue to love them. That is
why so many wives and husbands turn
against each other when the other at-
tacks them with a knife, or hits them.
Also, why so many old parents look with
fear at their children instead of love.
Like the grandmother who lived next
door to usin my childhood, and was bru-
tally and repeatedly beaten by her
daughter. I don’t think she was able to
love her daughter, nor was her daughter
really loving her. For, only a person
who is led by the Holy Spirit, is able to
love others with an eternal, gracious,
forgiving, kind love. Thus, to love God
is of primary importance in order to
love others. That is why Jesus used this
sequence when someone asked him
which was the greatest command-
ment?

Then, how should we love our neigh-
bors; according to Jesus? As our-
selves. For, to pay attention to our own
needs, happiness, health, etc., is most im-
portant to all of us. And Jesus would like
us to love others with the same desires for
them. Inother words, he would want usto
take into consideration their needs, hap-
piness, health, etc. also; and so relate to
them. That is why in 1 Corinthians 13:5
(NIV) we learn that: “Love...is not
self-seeking.” Furthermore, in
Philippians 2:4 (NIV) we are warned:
“Each of you should look not only to
your own interests, but also to the in-
terests of others.”

All these warnings were given to us by
Jesus and the apostles because in order to
love our neighbors in such a wayj; it is not
enough to experience a warm emotion as
we think of, or meet them; but also — using
every drop of our willpower — to decide
to take the necessary steps to obtain such
love. For,youand I haveto decide to invite
Jesus into our heart. Then, we have to de-
cide to yield ourselves totally to his Holy
Spirit, who moved in to represent him. In
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addition, you and I have to decide to stay
yielded in good days and bad. In other
words, when people are rude, or hurt us; we
have to repeatedly decide to stay yielded
and loving with the help of the Holy Spirit.

Then, what will be the results of
such love? According to Jesus, one of the
results will be that by doing so, we will
fulfill all the requirements of the law.
In other words, we will lead a God pleas-
ing life. For, ourevery step, decision, and
our whole personality will be guided by
the thought of what would serve the best
interest of God and our neighbors? Or,
what is God and my neighbor expecting
from me? How could I best please
them, or fulfill their desires? In which
case, I will not covet, or steal, or kill him
for what is his. Nor do anything bad
against him or them.

Thus, our neighbors will see how
wonderfully tender, forgiving, and lov-
ing is the God, who we serve, and who
turned us into such loving persons too!
Then, they may also realize that Jesus
Christ must indeed be the Son of God,
who has the power to change anyone
into a blessed, loving person. Finally,
some of them may even invite him into
their heart and follow him, just because
of the love we demonstrated toward
them.

sk

Our calling is not easy, for it is ac-
companied by many hardships; but it’s
worth it! For, it brings great joy and
many blessings into our life here on
earth already, and even more in Heaven.
Therefore, my Dear Brothers and Sisters
in Christ: “Love the Lord your God
with all your heart, with all your soul
and with all your mind...” and “Love
your neighbor as yourself”!

Are you, and am I willing to do so?

HONORARY AND
MEMORIAL FUND

Sister Ethel Kish had encouraged us
during the 2009 Convention to establish
an “Honorary and Memorial Fund” for
the purpose of supporting the missionary
initiatives of our young people. Dona-
tions from this fund will be allocated by
the Missionary and Benevolence Board
at its mid-year meetings. The written ap-
plications addressed to the MBB should
state the goalsand the duration of the mis-
sion trip, and should include a letter of
support from the pastor of the applicant.

The initial deposit is the money do-
nated in memory of Ernest J. Kish.

We request donations to the Fund
mailed to the Treasurer.

PUNKOSD UTAN

Kaptam egy jo cimet, és most el6szor
is megmagyarazom, mit jelent szamom-
ra. Piinkdsd: a Szentlélek kitoltetése.
Mondhatnam ugy is, hogy Piinkdsd =
Szentlélek. Piinkdsd utan = Szentlélek
utan. Id6legesen, ,,post festum”, és
kovetkezményként, vagyis hogy mit
eredményez a Szentlélek. Mik a kovet-
kezmények, ha valahol megjelenik,
ugymond ,,realizalodik” a megfogha-
tatlan.

Mondok valamit magamrol. Nem
nagyképliségbdl, hanem a targyilagossag
kedvéért. — Attekintettem eddigi igehir-
detd és egyaltalan mindenféle gondolat-
k6z16 szolgalatomat. Egyértelmiien
megallapithaté, hogy legtobbszor és
legtobbet a Szentharomsag Isten Fitinak
nevezett személyiségérdl ,,szoltam”.
Persze ez onmagéaban nem rossz. Sot.
Mintegy feleennyiszer a Szentharomsag
Isten Atyaként ismert és tisztelt sze-
mélye, az 6 teremtd és fenntarté munkas-
sdga adta igehirdetéseim, irasaim te-
matikéajat.

Pironkodva kell beismernem, hogy a
Szentharomsag Isten harmadik szemé-
lyérél, a Szentlélekrél aranylag keveset
beszéltem, noha mindig probaltam —
tobb-kevesebb sikerrel — uralma és ve-
zetése alatt maradni.

Elhataroztam tehat, hogy mintegy
vezeklésképpen, megprobalom (elészor
is) Osszefoglalni, majd esetleg bdvebben
kifejteni azokat az igehelyeket, ahol a
Szentlélek aldott tevékenységérdl van
sz6. Oriasi a valaszték!

Perszea ,,Piinkdsd utan” ily modon azt
is jelenti mar, hogy ,,es6 utan koponyeg”,
mert vajon ki garantalja, hogy nemesnek
latsz6 elhatarozasom meg is valosul a
jovoben. Mert ez a ,,jov0” — hatha méar
nem evilagi lehetdség szamomra...

Piinkdsd utan. — Azt vizsgdlom a
Szentirasban, mi torténik, amikor és
ahol Isten Szentlelke kiarad, kitoltetik,
megjelenik, amikor valaki a hat4sa ala
keriil, amikor valakinek szent élménye,
Szentlélek-élménye, ,,szentlelkes” Is-
ten-élménye van. Piinkdsd utan, vagyis
a Szentlélek kovetkeztében, jelenlévo
hatalma altal.

Piinkdsd utédn — azt is jelentheti, hogy
wamikor az Ur Jézus Krisztus mar el-
végezte a maga munkajat a hivé ember
¢letében”. Ez a gondolatmenet mar ativel
a keresztyénség koraba. Ha az edény
tiszta (az O vére altal), bele arad a Szent-
1élek, és akkor kezdddik egy ,,minéségi”,
szent élet. Eseteket keresek a Biblidban,
de azzal a meggy6z6déssel, hogy ahol,
amikor, akinél hasonlo feltételek telje-
siillnek, hasonl6 moédon munkalkodik
Isten Lelke, mint ahogy a régi idékben
munkalkodott.

Kezdem az 6storténet prologusaval:
Hlsten Lelke lebegett a vizek felett”.
Tehat az univerzum egy paranyi ré-
szében, amely viszont minket kozelrdl
érdekel, mintegy vardzsiitésre, elkez-
d6dott az atalakulas. Piinkdsd utan, Isten
Lelke megjelenése utin — a Kdaoszbol
Kozmosz lett, a kodos kavargasbol ren-
dezettvilag. Az elemi er6k tombolasanak

iszonyatos csataterén kialakult az ember
szamara egy lakhaté vilag. Isten Lelke
lebegett mindenek f616tt, de végiil ugya-
n0 leérkezett az ember vilagaba is, az em-
ber szamara is €16 valosagga lett.

Olvasunk aztan emberekrdl, akik Isten
kivalasztottai voltak, az tidvtorténelem
kezdetétdl — Piinkosdon at — egészen a
célba érésig.

Csak ugynevezett szemelvénynek te-
kinthet6, ami most kovetkezik. Behata-
rolja idézeteimet a szdveg, ahol sz6 sze-
rint Isten Lelkérdl van szo. Legyen Jozsef
az elsd, akirdl azt olvashatjuk, hogy Isteni
Lélek volt benne. Nagy ugras, amikor az
egyéni kegyesség atcsap kozosségibe:
Epiilni kezd a kozosségi kultuszhely.
Szent sator (késébb templom).

Becalé] és Oholiab, e két kiszemelt
személy. Igy sz6l az Ur: Betoltottem 6t
(6ket) isteni Lélekkel. E beteljesedés
(Piinkosd) utan a két kivald tehetség
rendkiviili mesterségbeli tudast kap a
Szentlélek altal. Kitekintést enged ez a
momentum az egész foldon é16 minden
ember felé. Ahol megjelenik a szép-
¢lmény, a ,,mizsak” barmelyikének
szivet-lelke gyonyorkodtetd, netan ka-
tarzist kivalto ,,terméke”, ott legtobbszor
a Szentlélek jelenlétére lehet gyanakodni.
Hosszl-hosszu a sor Becaléltol és Oholi-
abtol, mondjuk, Beethovenen és Bachon
keresztiil, és mondjuk, Munkacsyval,
Kodallyal folytatva, nem kihagyva pél-
daul Héthalmi Karolyt.

S ha nem tiinik orcatlan szerény-
telenségnek, magamat is besorolom —
sok-sok szolgatarsammal egyiitt. Ha
valaha tettem, mondtam, irtam valamit,
ami valamelyik testvéremnek, olva-
somnak, hallgatdémnak gyonyorkddni
valot, gazdagodast, élményt jelentett...
bizonyara nem tagadnak ki maguk koziil
a dicséséges ,,szentlelkes” el6dok.



