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  IN STAL LA TION OF MIN IS TER
AT FIRST HUN GAR IAN

BAPTIST CHURCH OF NEW
YORK - OC TO BER 10, 2010 

The Rev. Dr. István Gergely was in  -
stalled as Min is ter of First Hun gar ian
Bap t ist Church of  New York on Sunday,
Oc to  ber 10, 2010. 

Rev. Gergely and his fam ily come to
the New York pas tor ate from Érmihály-
falva, Ro ma nia. He served as Pres i dent of 
the Hun gar ian Bap tist Con ven tion in  Ro -
ma nia, af ter hav ing held var i ous lead er -
ship and teach ing po si tions in the de nom -
i na tion and its ed u ca tional in s ti tu tions. 

Rev er end Gergely had re ceived for -
mal theo log i cal ed u ca tion at the fol  low -
ing in sti tu tions:  Bap t ist Th eo log  i cal
Sem i nary, Bu cha rest; Spurgeon Col lege
(Lon don); King’s  Col lege (Lon don) and
the In ter n a tion al Ba p tist The  ol  ogy
(Prague) - where he earned a Doc tor of
The ol ogy de gree. 

Rev. Dr. James O. Stallings, Re gional
Min i s ter of  ABC,  New York City was the
main speaker of the In s tal la tion Ser vice.
Rev. Gergely was for mally in stalled as
min is ter of the New York con gre ga tion
by the Rev. Dr. Géza Herjeczki, Pres i dent 
of the Hun gar ian Bap tist Con ven tion of
North Amer ica. Fol low ing the in stal la -
tion, greet ings were of fered by the for mer 
pas tor of the c hurch  (Rev . Sán dor
Kulcsár, who re tired from the pas tor ate
af ter serv ing sev eral Hun gar ian churches
in Ro ma nia, and then the New York con -
gre ga tion for more than 20 years), fel low
Hun gar ian Bap tist min is ters, and by rep -
re sen ta tives of di f fer ent Hun gar ian con -
gre ga tions and or ga ni za tion. Con sular
Gen eral Zsófia T rombitás (her self  the
daugh ter of  a wel l known Hun gar ian Re -
formed min is ter ) ex t ended  the well
wishes of the dip lo matic core, del e gated
to New York by the Re pub lic of Hun gary.

The In stal la tion Cer e mony was at -
tended by mem bers of the con gre ga tion,

When I heard Dr. Gergely’s back -
ground, I was cer tain God chose him for
that spe cial cos mo pol i tan city. God has
com mis sioned him to carry on the work
the fore fa thers be gan to preach the Gos -
pel. He is bi l in gual  and w ill be able to
com mu ni cate with ev ery one. At the Or di -
na tion Ser vice he was greeted by many
con ven  tion and ch urch lead ers. The y
prayed with him and for him. Let us all
sup port  him, and hi s min is try, and wish
him God’s rich est bless ing as he not only
gives spir i tual food to his con gre ga tion,
but serves as a “pas tor of  the flock” as
well. 

Let us all wel  come him, and his fam -
ily, into our coun try, our con ven t ion, our
church fel low ship and into our hearts.

 

                       Ethel Petre Kish  

NEW YORK,  NEW YORK 

Peo ple f rom all over the world want to
visit New York be cause it i s a very fas ci -
nat ing city. There is a  hus tle and bus tle of
peo ple ev ery where which makes driv ing
very dif fi cult,  al most im pos si ble. It i s
home to mil lions of  peo ple with var ied
ba ck gro unds and c ul tures. For man y
years it has wel comed im mi grants seek -
ing a better way o f life . Hun  gar i ans
started to em i grate from the late 19th cen -
tury. They ar rived by boat to Ellis Is land
to  be checked in. Some of them got em -
ploy ment and re mained in the city. My
ma ter nal grand par ents ar r ived in 1895
and my fa ther in 1910, one hun dred years
ago. 

Hun gar i  ans are re li gious peo ple and
wanted a place to wor ship . They made
sac ri fices to pur chase th e New York
church. They had fore sight and made a
very wise pur chase. For over one hun dred 
years the New York church has been a
pi l lar or  a rock for all peo ple, es pe cially
for Hun  gar i ans. They sought out th e
church for not only spir i tual guid ance and 
wor ship, but also for  so cial  guid ance and
as sis tance. They were in a strange land
and could not speak the lan guage. They
needed a lot of help. Ernie ’s par  ents ar  -
rived in 1914. They were bap tized in that
church and were later mar ried there as
well.

Through the years, many were led to
Je sus Christ and re mained faith ful  in their 
ser vice to Him. Dur ing that time there
were great num bers  of im mi grants and
the church flour ished. Late r, as the older
gen er a tion passed on to glory, the youn -
ger gen er a tion moved to the sub urbs and
set tled into neigh bor  hood churches. This
put a strain on the church, but it sur  vived. 

In 1956 af ter the Hun gar ian re volt, a
new group of Hun gar i ans ar rived and the
church grew in mem ber ship. The past
few years an other group of im mi grants
have ar r ived. Most of them are Hun gar i -
ans from Transylvania. They, too, want to 
wor ship God in their mother tongue. How 
for tu nate they are to  have the beau ti ful,
re  fur bished church avail able with a full
pro gram for all ages . It has al ways been
so. I re mem ber the won der ful con ven -
tions, young peo ple ’s con fer ences and
the choi r and or ches tra. Also, the church
sup pers pre pared by the church women.
Fond mem o ries! 

All for mer pas tors worked hard in ful -
fi ll ing God’s com mand to preach the
Gos pel and many ac cepted Christ and
were bap tized. 

It was my joy and priv i lege to at  tend
the In stallation Cel e bra tion for their new
pas tor, Dr. Istvan Gergely. When I ar  -
rived, I was very happy to see the church
pews full. There were only a few empty
seats in the front. It was like old times! 

BAP TISTS IN VOLVED IN
CHILE RES CUE MIS SION

Wash in g ton (BWA)— Bap tis ts in
Chile have been in volved in the quest to
res cue the 33 work ers who were trapped
in  side a mine for more than two months in 
the South Amer i can coun try.

The Un  ion of Eva n gel i cal Bap tist
Churches of Chile (UBACH) dis  patched
one of i ts pas tors, Marcelo Leiva, to the
site where he has, for the past sev eral
weeks, had on go ing tele phone con ver sa -
tions and prayer ses s ions with the trapped 
mineworkers.

“He has been able to talk to them by
phone, pray ing with them and read ing the 
Bi ble,” said Raquel Contreras, pres i dent
of UBACH and pres i dent of the Bap tist
World Al li ance Women’s De part ment.
Leiva has been stay ing in a tent at  the res -
cue mis  sion site, and has also spent time
with fa m ily mem bers of the trappe d
mineworkers. “He stays there over night,
sleep ing in tents, shar ing the gos pel, and
ex tend ing the love of God to the fam i -
lies,” Contreras told the BWA.

Contreras claimed that one of the  min -
ers “be came a Chris  tian,” and “wrote his
wife say ing that she should talk to the
pas tor be cause he has be come a new man
and he wanted his wife to be come ‘new’
too.”  

“Pas tor  Marcelo ta lked to her  and
guided her to  know Je sus,” the BWA
women’s leader re ported.

One of the en gi neers in volved in the
drill ing pro cess is a Bap tist  church mem -
ber in Chile. Bap tis ts sent MP3 play ers
in to th e mine wit h Chr is tian  songs,
hymns and ser mons, as well as Span ish
lan guage Bibles.

The So cial Net work of the Chil ean
Bap tist Un ion, formed by UBACH and
which has been in volved in the re con -
struc tion ef forts fol low ing the mas sive
earth quake that af fected Chile on Feb ru -
ary 27, has been co or di nat ing the out -
reach to  the min ers and their fam i lies.

Thirty three mineworkers got trapped
in  side the San José cop per-gold mine in
Copiapó, in North ern Chile, on Au gust 5.
It is ex pected that the men will be res cued
over sev eral days this week if ev ery thing
goes ac cord ing to plan.  The pro tracted
ex trac tion pro cess is the re sult of more
than two months of in ten sive res cue plans 
and prep a ra tions.            www.bwanet.org  

rep re sen ta tives of the Hun gar ian Bap tist 
Con ven tion of North Amer ica, at ten -
dees at the Amer i can Hun gar ian Bap tist
Youth Con ven tion (the youth had their
Fall Con ven tion on the same week end),
and mem bers of the larger Hun gar ian
com mu nity. 

                Jo seph Novak, Sec re tary


