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A Taste of Mueller 
and His God   

by John Piper 

Pas tor George Mueller was born in
Ger many in 1805, spent most of his life
in Bris tol, Eng land, preached nine times
in Min ne ap o lis in 1880, trav eled to 42
coun tries be tween the ages of 70 and 87,
and died at the age of 92, the most fa -
mous or phan age founder in the world.
He built 5 or phan houses, cared for
10,024 or phans in his life time, pastored
the same church for 66 years, never in -
curred debt, never asked any one for
money, did n’t take a sal ary for 68 years,
and never went hun gry. He lost three
chil dren in in fancy, his first wife Mary
af ter 39 years, his sec ond wife Susannah 
af ter 23 years, and his daugh ter Lydia
when she was 58. In re sponse to the new
teach ing that Christ snatches the church
out of the world be fore the Trib u la tion,
Mueller re port edly said, “If you can
show me a trum pet af ter the last and a
res ur rec tion be fore the first, then I can
be lieve this new doc trine.” He was a
Bap tist who ad mit ted peo ple to his
church as mem bers who had only been
sprin kled as in fants. He served the
Lord’s Sup per weekly. He re jected life
in sur ance and re tire ment ac counts,
preached for Charles Spurgeon, in spired 
Hud son Tay lor, and did fol low up for D.
L. Moody. Here are some quotes to give
you a fla vor of his re la tion ship to God. 
     [On his Cal vin ism] I had been much
op posed to the doc trines of elec tion, par -
tic u lar re demp tion, and fi nal per se ver -
ing grace; so much so that . . . I called
elec tion a dev il ish doc trine. . . . But now
I was brought to ex am ine these pre cious
truths by the word of God. . . . To my
great as ton ish ment I found that the pas -
sages which speak de cid edly for elec -
tion and per se ver ing grace, were about
four times as many as those which speak
ap par ently against these truths; and even 
those few, shortly af ter, when I had ex -
am ined and un der stood them, served to
con firm me in the above doc trines. As to 
the ef fect which my be lief in these doc -
trines had on me . . . by the grace of God,
I have walked more closely with Him
since that pe riod. . . . Thus, I say, the
elect ing love of God in Christ (when I
have been able to re al ize it) has of ten
been the means of pro duc ing ho li ness,
in stead of lead ing me into sin. ( Nar ra -
tives and Ad dresses , Vol. 1, pp. 46, 40) 
     [On his first wife’s death] When I
heard what Mr. Prit chard’s judg ment
was, viz., that the mal ady was rheu matic 
fe ver, I nat u rally ex pected the worst, as
to the is sue, on ac count of what I had

Easter – I”m ready! 
By Terezia Faulk ner 

(Ex cerpts from her let ter) 

I re ceived let ters from all over the
world. Ev ery one is ask ing for prayers.
“Pray for me.” There are health and fi nan -
cial prob lems. Yet we have so much to be
thank ful for. We still have free dom to go
to church and to cel e brate Easter. I heard
a re porter on TV ask a group of peo ple
what Easter meant to them. Some chil -
dren re sponded, “bunny rab bits, choc o -
late, candy.” Other said “fun time, no
school, Spring break.” One per son said
“Easter to me is the res ur rec tion of Je sus
Christ.” And I said Amen when I heard
that. I agree that satan is busy to cover
peo ple’s eyes and hearts not to see the
truth. Like Christ mas, Easter is also com -
mer cial ized. For us Chris tians, the fo cus
of Easter is Christ. As we read 1 Co rin thi -
ans 15:17, “And if Christ be not raised,
your faith is vain; ye are yet in your sins. ”
... it is as sim ple as that. If Christ is still
dead, than He can not be our Sav ior; and
He can not be the Son of God if He died
like all men. Praise the Lord! He is alive,
so we can have hope.

Je sus said to Mar tha, “1 am the res ur -
rec tion, and the life: he that be liev eth in
me, though he were dead, yet shall he
live” (John 11:25) We can not say it
enough; the Chris tian faith is dif fer ent be -
cause we have the empty tomb. We have
the liv ing Sav ior. So we surely are able to
say we have a beau ti ful fu ture. Je sus him -
self told us in John 14:2-3 “In my Fa ther’s 
house are many man sions; if it were not
so, I would have told you. I go to pre pare a 
place for you. And if I go and pre pare a
place for you, I will come again, and re -
ceive you unto my self; that where I am,
there ye may be also.” Do you need more
as sur ance? I’m happy I be long to Je sus,
and He is com ing back. There are many
signs show ing the time is near. I know
I’m ready. Yet as long as He lets me to do
His will, I will work and I am happy to do
it. 

I am usu ally say ing a lit tle about my
fam ily. Ron and Mary cel e brated their
24th an ni ver sary in Feb ru ary. Dustin cel -
e brates his 16th birth day on April 19th.
He is still hav ing dif fi culty speak ing, but
his sis ter Amanda is work ing with him.
She will be re ceiv ing her de gree in speech 
ther apy this year. I would like to go to her
grad u a tion which takes place May 15th.
Lee and Amanda will cel e brate their 2nd
an ni ver sary, May 31st. Time flies. I hope
to cel e brate my 87th birth day with them
dur ing my stay. 

Praise the Lord for His good ness...

HE LIVES! 
By Es ther P. Plyler

Af ter a week of evan ge lis tic ser vices, 
the Rev. A. H. Ackley con cluded the se -
ries of ser vices by preach ing about the
di vine pres ence of Je sus in the world and 
in our hearts.  Af ter that last ser vice, a
young Jew, who had at tended most of
the ser vices that week re mained af ter the 
ser vice be cause he had one ques tion to
ask the evan ge list: “Why should I wor -
ship a dead Jew?” 

The evan ge list an swered him en thu -
si as ti cally with these words: “He lives! I
tell you He is not dead but lives here and
now. Je sus Christ is more alive to day
than ever be fore. I can prove it by my
own ex pe ri ence as well as the tes ti mony
of count less thou sands.” The evan ge list
then tried to per suade the young man to
take the first step by sur ren der ing his life 
to God in ac cept ing Je sus Christ as his
Sav iour. This en coun ter prompted Rev.
Ackley to write not only the words to the 
well-known Easter hymn, but also to
com pose the mu sic to it. 

As one bi og ra pher pointed out:  “The
scrip ture ev i dence, his own heart, and
the tes ti mony of his tory, matched with
the glo ri ous ex pe ri ence of an in nu mer a -
ble cloud of wit nesses that He lives, has
left us with the con vic tion that for a
Chris tian, Christ does in deed live.” 

The com ing of Easter and our sing ing 
of this hymn with con vic tion ex press
once again the truth of the fol low ing
words: 

I serve a risen Sav iour, He’s in the
world to day; 

I know that He is liv ing, what ever men
may say. 

I see His hand of mercy, I hear His
voice of cheer, 

And just the time I need Him, He is al -
ways near. 

In all the world around us I see His
lov ing care; 

And though my heart grows weary, I
never will de spair, 

I know that He is lead ing through all
the stormy blast. 

The day of His ap pear ing will come at
last. 

Re joice, re joice, O Chris tian, lift up
your voice and sing 

Eter nal hal le lu jahs to Je sus Christ the
King! 

The Hope of all who seek Him, the
Help of all who find 

None other is so lov ing, so good and
kind. 

Cho rus: 
He lives, He lives, Christ Je sus lives

to day. 
He walks with me and talks with me 
Along life’s nar row way. 

He lives, He lives, sal va tion to im part! 
You ask me how I know He lives? 
He lives within my heart.
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gozatán folytatta tanulmányait.  1953-
ban megszületett első gyermekük, Enikő, 
s ugyanabban az évben Mihály meg-
szerezte a gépészmérnöki diplomát is.  

1956-ban – az akkor már második
gyermeküket váró – feleségével, Enikő-
vel,  apósával, és anyósával Ausztriába
menekült, ahonnan – velük együtt – az
USA-i New York városába immigrált. 
Ott bekapcsolódott az ELSŐ MAG YAR
BAPTISTA GYÜLEKEZET életébe –  s
mint titkár –  több éven keresztül szolgált.  
New Yorkban, 1957 áprilisában megszü-
letett Dorottya lányuk és 1958 szeptem-
berében George fiúk.  Így lett Mihály
három gyerekes családapa.  Mind a há-
rom gyermek New Yorkban hívta szí-
vébe az Úr Jézust és merítkezett alá Fülöp 
Árpád, azaz  Mihály apósa, illetve az ő
nagyapjuk által.

Az USA-ban eleinte mint rajzóló
dolgozott, de amint megtanult angolul,
gépész-mérnöki  beosztást kapott.  1974-
ben családjával Palm Bay, Floridába
költözött és először a Bethany Bap tist
Churchbe, majd a Bethesda Baptista
Gyülekezetbe tartozott és szolgált; ahol
diakónus is lett.  1991-ben, fiatalon nyug- 
díba ment. 2010. február elején roha-
mosan gyengült és kórházba került, ahol
megállapították, hogy az előző évi „qua -
dru ple by pass” műtétje következtében
először csak víz, majd véres víz, s végül
csak vér gyülemlett össze a bal tüdeje
alatt. Ez okozta a gyengeséget, mivel
vérének He mo glo bin tartalma túlzottan
alacsony lett.  Tekintettel arra, hogy az
orvosok nem találták meg a vérzés ere-
detét, s ennélfogva képtelenek voltak
megállítani az állandó vérveszteséget;
bal tüdejének működése idővel teljesen
leállt.  Ekkor lélegeztető gépre tették, de
ez csak ideiglenes megoldás volt, mert a
vérveszteség és légzési zavarok tovább
tartottak. Viszont fájdalmai egyáltalán
nem voltak. Ezért az egész négy heti
kórházi és rehabilitációs kezelése alatt
nyugodtan pihent.  A vége felé már
beszélni és enni is képtelen volt.  Ezen idő 
alatt történt, hogy felesége kétszer is
megkérdezte tőle: „Szeretnél haza-
menni Jézushoz?”  S ő a  fejével
határozott „IGEN”-t intett.  Végül 2010.
március 4.-én du. fél négykor kivették a
lélegeztető gép csöveit a szájából.  Ezzel
egy kicsit megkönnyebbült. Majd este 8–
kor még – mintha búcsúzkodna – meg-
szorította a jelenlévő Dorottya lányának
és feleségének kezét – aztán két kis
lélekzetvétel után békésen elaludt.  

Búcsúztatása 2010. március 13.-án, a
Bethesda Baptista Gyülekezetben Rev.
Denzel Al ex an der; Mihály unokája,
Chrissy és Ca leb Hon; valamint fia,
Mátrai George, és (Dorottya lánya ne-
vében) Mrs. Al ex an der közreműkö-
désével történt sok testvér, barát, szom-
széd és kollega jelenlétében.   

      Mátrai Mihályné Fülöp Irma

     

Mátrai Mihály

1927. április 14 – 
2010. március 4

Mátrai Mihály  
Bu da pest XVI.-ik kerületében, azaz Rá-
kosszentmihályon született.  Öt leány
testvér között nevelkedett.  Szülei rend-
szeresen elvitték a Rákosszentmihály-i
Baptista Gyülekezetbe. Ennélfogva is-
merte a Bibliát és részt vett az ifjúság te-
vékenységeiben; mint pl. a zenekarban,
ifjusági órákon, stb.  Tizennégy éves kora 
körül, egy vasárnap az Újpest-i Mászáros
Sándor lk. testvér  evangélizált gyüleke-
zetében, amikor ő –  19 helyi fiatallal
együtt – szintén elfogadta az Úr Jézust s
velük együtt alámerítkezett.  Utána még
lelkesebben szolgált, imaórákat és ifjú-
sági órákat is vezetett, gitározott, tanul-
mányozta a Bibliát, és imádkozott. 

Négy elemi után négy pogárit végzett,
majd elment a bu da pest-i MÁVAG gyár-
ba esztergályos tanoncnak, ahonnan
sikeresen levizsgázott, majd ugyanott –
esztergályos segédként tovább dolgozott. 
Viszont a második világháború után
beíratkozott a Népszínház u.-i Felső Ipari
Iskolába s három év múlva leérettsé-
gizett. Ezután idővel – műszaki tisztvi-
selőként –  visszament a Bu da pest-i
MÁVAG-ba dolgozni ahonnan 1948-ban 
áthelyeztette magát a Diósgyőribe.  Ott
ismét kedvet kapott a továbbtanulásra s
ennek következtében beíratkozott az esti
műszaki egyetemre.

1950-ben megnősült.  Feleségül vette
a – régen kiszemelt – Fülöp Irmát, akivel
gyerekkorában együttnevelkedett a Rá-
kosszentmihály-i gyülekezetben.  Az ifjú
házaspár Irma szüleihez költözött, ami-
nek következtében Mihály visszahelyez-
tette magát a Bu da pest-i MÁVAG-ba, és
a Bu da pest-i műszaki egyetem esti ta-

Hon or ary and
Me mo rial Fund

Sis ter Ethel Kish had en cour aged us
dur ing the 2009 Con ven tion to es tab lish
an “Hon or ary and Me mo rial Fund” for
the pur pose of sup port ing the mis sion ary
ini tia tives of our young peo ple. Do na -
tions from this fund will be al lo cated by
the Mis sion ary and Be nev o lence Board
at its mid-year meet ings. The writ ten ap -
pli ca tions ad dressed to the MBB should
state the goals and the du ra tion of the mis -
sion trip, and should in clude a let ter of
sup port from the pas tor of the ap pli cant. 

The ini tial de posit is the money do -
nated in mem ory of Er nest J. Kish. 

We re quest do na tions to the Fund
mailed to the Trea surer.

found out about the ac tion of my dear
wife’s heart, when I felt her pulse; but
though my heart was nigh to be bro ken,
on ac count of the depth of my af fec tion,
I said to my self, “The Lord is good, and
doeth good,” all will be ac cord ing to His
own blessed char ac ter. Noth ing but that, 
which is good, like Him self, can pro -
ceed from Him. If he pleases to take my
dear est wife, it will be good, like Him -
self. What I have to do, as His child, is to
be sat is fied with what my Fa ther does,
that I may glo rify Him. Af ter this my
soul not only aimed, but this, my soul,
by God’s grace, at tained to. I was sat is -
fied with God." (Vol. 2, pp. 398-399) 
     [When he al most lost his daugh ter]
My dear wife and I were at peace. Why?
Be cause we did not love her? We loved
her in tensely. But we were sat is fied with 
God, what ever he might do. (Vol. 2. p.
746) 
   The Lord never lays more on us, in the
way of chas tise ment, than our state of
heart makes need ful; so that whilst He
smites with the one hand, He sup ports
with the other. (Vol. 1, p. 61) 
   For the first four years af ter my con ver -
sion I made no prog ress, be cause I ne -
glected the Bi ble. But when I reg u larly
read on through the whole with ref er -
ence to my own heart and soul, I di rectly
made prog ress. Then my peace and joy
con tin ued more and more. Now I have
been do ing this for 47 years. I have read
through the whole Bi ble about 100 times 
and I al ways find it fresh when I be gin
again. Thus my peace and joy have in -
creased more and more. (Vol. 2, p. 834) 
   Ac cord ing to my judge ment the most
im por tant point to be at tended to is this:
above all things see to it that your souls
are happy in the Lord. Other things may
press upon you, the Lord’s work may
even have ur gent claims upon your at -
ten tion, but I de lib er ately re peat, it is of
su preme and par a mount im por tance that 
you should seek above all things to have
your souls truly happy in God Him self!
Day by day seek to make this the most
im por tant busi ness of your life. (Vol. 2,
p. 731). 
   In what way shall we at tain to this set -
tled hap pi ness of soul? How shall we
learn to en joy God? How ob tain such an
all-sufficient soul-satisfying por tion in
him as shall en able us to let go the things
of this world as vain and worth less in
com par i son? I an swer, This hap pi ness is 
to be ob tained through the study of the
Holy Scrip tures. God has therein re -
vealed Him self unto us in the face of Je -
sus Christ. (Vol. 2, p. 731) What should
we make of Mueller? An other clay pot
who shows us the sur pass ing power that
be longs to God and not to us. 


