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Yusuph, Aisha and her hus band. They be -
long to tribes that ear lier re fused the Gos pel.

The lead ers and the pas tor of the
Prince of Peace Bap tist Church have a
great de sire to reach the Fulah peo ple.
Just a few weeks ago we vis ited a town,
Ka ba la where there were many Fulah
peo ple. Mr. Barrie, the leader of the
mosque of my next door also came with
us, be cause he was born in that area. He is
an open minded per son, have seen al -
ready sev eral times the Fulah ver sion of
the Je sus film. Please, pray for him and
for his fam ily as well.

“The har vest is plen ti ful but the har -
vest ers are few.” With the help of our
Lord the Prince of Peace church would
like to plant two or three new churches in
ar eas that were unreached ear lier. We
made some def i nite plans to reach this
goal. There is a sec tion of eight vil lages
for about one hour drive from Makeni
where there is no any kind of church or
school. We vis ited this area al ready at
Christ mas. Later we called to gether the
lead ers of the sec tion; they wel comed us
with great joy.  

Just a few weeks ago the church had
re ceived a let ter from an other area, from
a vil lage about 60 km from Makeni. They
asked to visit them be cause in the end of
the last year they started a church and a
pri mary school there and they would like
to join to the Bap tists. We went there to -
gether with the pas tor and found out that
there was al ready a con gre ga tion there,
more than one hun dred be liev ers who
were wait ing for the bap tism. In both ar -
eas we found that there were only a very
few peo ple who were able to read or
write. Now we try to find out how we
could train suc cess fully the oral learn ers
there.

I am very thank ful to the Lord that af -
ter two BBI grad u a tions in Freetown we
al ready reached to the grad u a tion in
Makeni and Lunsar as well. On the sec -
ond Sat ur day of Feb ru ary 21 BBI stu -
dents re ceived their cer tif i cates and di -
plo mas from the hands of the pres i dent of
the Bap tist Con ven tion of Si erra Le one.
Please pray for enough wis dom and
strength as I pre pare to put to gether the
course for the next group of stu dents in
Makeni.

The Bap tist Con ven tion had its an nual
con ven tion re cently. I be came the mem -
ber of sev eral com mit tees in this year that
means that I have to travel more to
Freetown than I did in the past. Please
con tinue for pray for trav el ing mercy.

 

Please send your do na tion to the new
Trea surer, see ad dress on 2nd page.

“The Lord bless you and keep you, the
Lord make his face shine upon you...

Yours in Christ, 
           Gabriella Kamilla Furedi

FASTING

Many peo ple fast! Par tic u larly in this
sea son. In my judg ment, very few peo -
ple re ally fast. Sim ply to elim i nate meat
from a day’s menu, or en tire meals, is
not true fast ing. True fast ing in volves a
two fold pro cess: a de crease or re duc tion 
of or di nary phys i cal func tions, and an
in crease, an in ten si fi ca tion of spir i tual
func tions. In this pro cess, the role of ab -
stain ing from eat ing is to lead to a deep -
ened spir i tual state of be ing. When this

Makeni, Feb ru ary 16, 2010

“As we gath ered at the river”
 

Six o’clock in the morn ing I was al -
ready on the road to pick up those broth -
ers and sis ters who waited for their bap -
tism. We don’t have bap tis mal pool at our 
tem po rary wor ship place and the streams
around the town al ready dried up. There
was no rain for more than a month, it was
the sec ond Sunday of the New Year. The
early morn ing bap tis mal ser vice was held 
in a river about 5 km from Makeni.

The lead ers of the church fol lowed my
car by mo tor bikes be cause they also
wanted to be pres ent at the very spe cial
event. The first beams of the ris ing sun
shined mar vel ously on the 7 new be liev -
ers who put the seal to their faith with the
bap tism. Hear ing our sing ing many peo -
ple stopped at the bridge that crossed the
river. Be lievers from the neigh bor hood
joy fully joined to the con gre ga tion that
gath ered at the river; Mus lims watched
the oc ca sion with great in ter est.   

Praise the Lord, we are pre par ing al -
ready for an other bap tism. Yusuph, the
Fulah man gave his heart to the Lord. A
Fulah woman, Aisa also would like to be
bap tized. She is from Fintonia and re -
ceived Christ when we went there in the
last year. Her hus band is Susu but also
speaks a lit tle Fulah. Pres ently they are in
Makeni. Please, con tinue to pray for

Helen Petre
Schoper

 
Oc to ber 23,

1923 -
De cem ber 12,

2009 

Our beau ti ful sis ter and youn gest
daugh ter of the late Rev er end Ga briel
and Julia Petre passed away peace fully
on De cem ber 12, 2009. She was a de -
voted mother of four chil dren, Lorraine,
Rus sell, Su san and Nancy. She was also
very de voted to her 12 grand chil dren
and 13 great grand chil dren. She is also
sur vived by three sis ters, Es ther Plyler,
Ethel Kish, and Isabel Sada, and by two
broth ers, Ga briel Petre and Eu gene
Petre. 

Helen Schoper was an ac tive and
long time mem ber of The Huntsville
First Bap tist Church in Al a bama, where
a beau ti ful me mo rial ser vice was held in
her honor and mem ory on De cem ber 16, 
2009. 

Among her many ac tiv i ties, she re -
tired as ex ec u tive as sis tant af ter many
years at the Boe ing Cor po ra tion, Com -
puter Sci ences Cor po ra tion, and Sperry
Rand. 

In her com mu nity, she was an ac tive
vol un teer mem ber of the Life time
Learning In sti tute at the Uni ver sity of
Al a bama, which pre sented her with sev -
eral awards for her out stand ing con tri -
bu tions. She will be sorely missed by her 
fam ily and many friends, who are con -
tent that she is now with the Lord, whom
she loved. 

Her fa vor ite scrip ture verse was “For
God so loved the world that He gave His
only be got ten Son, so that who so ever
be liev eth in Him shall not per ish but
have ev er last ing life.” (John 3:16) 

Dear sis ter, may you rest in peace
with the Lord. 

                 Es ther Petre Plyler

is not achieved, then fast ing is mean ing -
less. A higher form of fast ing re sults
when spir i tual con tem pla tion, med i ta -
tion, and com mu nion with God be -
comes both cause and ef fect. This hap -
pens when our minds and hearts are so
ab sorbed in spir i tual pur suits that we
com pletely ig nore or for get to eat. This
is the type of fast ing we see ex em pli fied
by Je sus when, in the Wil der ness, He
fasted forty days. There is not the slight -
est in di ca tion that Je sus planned to fast
at all. Com mu nion with His heav enly
Fa ther was what He sought. In this He
be came so ab sorbed that the thought of
food did not en ter His mind at all. 

When fi nally His body did as sert it -
self with great force, it came to light that
Je sus had ig nored food for forty days.
This kind of fast ing is true fast ing that
has value. This is de sir able, not just in
cer tain sea sons, but year around. How -
ever, such fast ing can not be ar ti fi cially
aroused. Fasting can not be a “COM -
MAND PER FOR MANCE.”

               

             Dr. Ladislau Biro (1987)
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true not only of the Un ion as a whole, but 
each in di vid ual mem ber church. That is
how the first Home for the Aged was es -
tab lished in 1924, in Bridge port, Conn.
by the Church I am priv i leged to serve at
pres ent. A few years later the Home be -
came and in sti tu tion of the Un ion and
moved to larger sights in Watervliet,
Mich. 

Be cause we can not stand still and re -
main alive, we wanted to at tempt even a
greater thing for God, so here we are, in
beau ti ful sunny Florida, ded i cat ing a
new ed i fice to the glory of God and the
ser vice of our fel low- men. I am sure we
all agree that this prop erty is ideal for the 
lo ca tion of such an in sti tu tion, and the
build ing is wor thy of the area. Those of
us who have been able to go through the
build ing and wit ness the ad e quacy of its
fa cil i ties, the ac cu racy of the work man -
ship must say that this new Home, in ev -
ery re spect, reaches be yond our fond est
hopes. And when we con sider the fact
that the build ing has in it, not only the
cold, hard, mor tar and stone and life less
wood and metal, but the love, care, con -
cern, prayers, sweat and blood of our
builder, our own hon or ary pres i dent and
his gra cious wife, our grat i tude to God is 
mul ti plied. 

This great in sti tu tion was not built
with any self ish mo tives. We are not try -
ing to make a name for our selves. Nor
was it built be cause we can af ford it.
God knows how de pend ent we are upon
Him for our fi nan cial ob li ga tions. We
are build ing this Home, be cause we be -
lieve that our faith in and our de vo tion to 
Christ, if it is to mean any thing must be
put into prac tice. Chris tian ity is not a re -
li gion, it is a way of life, and un less we
live that WAY, we are not fol low ing our
Lord. 

James, the brother of Je sus, put it well 
when he said: “Pure re li gion and un de -
filed be fore God and the Fa ther is this, to 
visit the fa ther less and the widow - could 
we add, and the aged - in their af flic tion,
and to keep him self un spot ted from the
world.” James 1:27. We could very well
use that for our text. But let us think of
an other verse from Scrip ture, equally re -
veal ing, stated by an Old Tes ta ment
prophet Mi cah. “He hath shewed thee o
man wath is good and what doth the
Lord re quire of thee, but to do justly and
to love mercy, and to walk hum bly with
thy God”. Mic. 6:8. 

(Re quest a copy of the whole ar ti cle
from the Ed i tor.)

“THE GOOD THAT GOD
RE QUIRES”  Mic.6:8. 

A por tion of the ad dress of Rev.
Wm. MoInar at the ded i ca tion
ser vice in Palm Bay Florida,

March 27, 1960. 

I stand be fore you on this tre men -
dously sig nif i cant oc ca sion, not be cause 
of any par tic u lar merit of my own, but
be cause I fol low in the foot steps of hum -
ble but great men and women who pos -
sessed an un usual amount of vi sion,
cour age and faith. Some of these men
and women are here with us to day. Oth -
ers are, al most any where in the coun try,
and some have gone “to be with the
Lord”. I speak of men and women, who
at the very thresh old of this cen tury mi -
grated from Eu rope, par tic u larly from
Hun gary, into this great coun try of ours.

For over half a cen tury the Hun gar ian 
Bap tist Un ion of Amer ica, has been ex -
pect ing great things from God and at -
tempt ing great things for God. This was

50 years ago - as re corded
in the Gos pel Mes sen ger 
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tentisztelet 10 órakor vette kezdetét, At -
tila testvér igazgató vezetésével. Vér F.
tv., imát mondott és az igazgató a
Szentírást olvasta Aggeus próféta
könyvének 1:1-5 verseit. … Istennek
üzenetét a felolvasott igék alapján Ma -
jor Mihály, campbelli lelkipászror hozta 
mag yar nyelven. …

A megnyitó ünnepély d.u. 2 órakor
vette kezdetét a régi főépületben... Pont
két órakor At tila testvéreink vezetése
mellett kettesével elindult a kis csoport,
az építész, a biz. Elnöke, a bizottsági
tagok és az öreg testvéreink az új épület
főbejárata felé. Az épület előtt Balla

György prédikátor vezetett imában,
majd Mr. Harry Pollak, Palm Bay
városának a polgármestere a mag yar
nemzeti szalagot elvágta és megér-
keztünk az épület főbejáratához. Itt az
építkezési biz. Elnöke, Schaffer F.
testvérünk átadta a kulcsot és a már előre 
berendezett  fogadóterembe vonult az
ünneplő közönség, ahol kezdetét vette
az ünnepi istentisztelet. 

(Szerk: a szolgálatot végzők nevei:
Szász János, Bikacsán W., Balla
György, Vassas József, Ma jor Mihály,
Schaffer Ferenc, Vér Ferenc, At tila
igazgató, Dr. Parter, Dr. McDounald.)

Az ünnep szónoka Molnár Balázs
szövetségi elnök volt, aki angol nyelven
hozta mélyen járó gondolatait, mit e
lapszámban részben olvashatunk. 

Az épület ünnepélyes felavatását
Petre G. titkár végezte és a felavató imát
Orosz E. At tila, clevelandi prédi- kátor
mondotta. Helen B. Gressamerné szóló
éneket énekelt, “Bless this Hous.”

Üdvözletek mag yar nyelven: (fel-
sorolás) Özv. Stumph Á.-né, Kurcz
L.-né, Szabó I.-né, Szász János, Bacsó
Péter, Bene János, Petre G., Révész L.,
Révi Illés.) 

“Áldott legyen a frígy” című énekkel
és Vér testvér imájával ért véget az
ünnepély.

                                 Petre Gábor
Másolat az Evangéliumi Hírnök 1960. május 1-i számának első oldaláról,

valamint részletek a 2-3-ik oldalon folytatott cikkből.  


