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Our beautiful sister and youngest
daughter of the late Reverend Gabriel
and Julia Petre passed away peacefully
on December 12, 2009. She was a de-
voted mother of four children, Lorraine,
Russell, Susan and Nancy. She was also
very devoted to her 12 grandchildren
and 13 great grandchildren. She is also
survived by three sisters, Esther Plyler,
Ethel Kish, and Isabel Sada, and by two
brothers, Gabriel Petre and Eugene
Petre.

Helen Schoper was an active and
longtime member of The Huntsville
First Baptist Church in Alabama, where
a beautiful memorial service was held in
her honor and memory on December 16,
2009.

Among her many activities, she re-
tired as executive assistant after many
years at the Boeing Corporation, Com-
puter Sciences Corporation, and Sperry
Rand.

In her community, she was an active
volunteer member of the Lifetime
Learning Institute at the University of
Alabama, which presented her with sev-
eral awards for her outstanding contri-
butions. She will be sorely missed by her
family and many friends, who are con-
tent that she is now with the Lord, whom
she loved.

Her favorite scripture verse was “For
God so loved the world that He gave His
only begotten Son, so that whosoever
believeth in Him shall not perish but
have everlasting life.” (John 3:16)

Dear sister, may you rest in peace
with the Lord.

Esther Petre Plyler

FASTING

Many people fast! Particularly in this
season. In my judgment, very few peo-
ple really fast. Simply to eliminate meat
from a day’s menu, or entire meals, is
not true fasting. True fasting involves a
twofold process: a decrease or reduction
of ordinary physical functions, and an
increase, an intensification of spiritual
functions. In this process, the role of ab-
staining from eating is to lead to a deep-
ened spiritual state of being. When this

is not achieved, then fasting is meaning-
less. A higher form of fasting results
when spiritual contemplation, medita-
tion, and communion with God be-
comes both cause and effect. This hap-
pens when our minds and hearts are so
absorbed in spiritual pursuits that we
completely ignore or forget to eat. This
is the type of fasting we see exemplified
by Jesus when, in the Wilderness, He
fasted forty days. There isnot the slight-
est indication that Jesus planned to fast
at all. Communion with His heavenly
Father was what He sought. In this He
became so absorbed that the thought of
food did not enter His mind at all.

When finally His body did assert it-
self with great force, it came to light that
Jesus had ignored food for forty days.
This kind of fasting is true fasting that
has value. This is desirable, not just in
certain seasons, but year around. How-
ever, such fasting cannot be artificially
aroused. Fasting cannot be a “COM-
MAND PERFORMANCE.”

Dr. Ladislau Biro (1987)

@ Sierra Leone

Makeni, February 16, 2010
“As we gathered at the river”

Six o’clock in the morning I was al-
ready on the road to pick up those broth-
ers and sisters who waited for their bap-
tism. We don’t have baptismal pool atour
temporary worship place and the streams
around the town already dried up. There
was no rain for more than a month, it was
the second Sunday of the New Year. The
early morning baptismal service was held
in a river about 5 km from Makeni.

The leaders ofthe church followed my
car by motorbikes because they also
wanted to be present at the very special
event. The first beams of the rising sun
shined marvelously on the 7 new believ-
ers who put the seal to their faith with the
baptism. Hearing our singing many peo-
ple stopped at the bridge that crossed the
river. Believers from the neighborhood
joyfully joined to the congregation that
gathered at the river; Muslims watched
the occasion with great interest.

Praise the Lord, we are preparing al-
ready for an other baptism. Yusuph, the
Fulah man gave his heart to the Lord. A
Fulah woman, Aisa also would like to be
baptized. She is from Fintonia and re-
ceived Christ when we went there in the
last year. Her husband is Susu but also
speaks a little Fulah. Presently they are in
Makeni. Please, continue to pray for

Yusuph, Aisha and her husband. They be-
longto tribes that earlier refused the Gospel.

The leaders and the pastor of the
Prince of Peace Baptist Church have a
great desire to reach the Fulah people.
Just a few weeks ago we visited a town,
Kabala where there were many Fulah
people. Mr. Barrie, the leader of the
mosque of my next door also came with
us, because he was born in that area. He is
an open minded person, have seen al-
ready several times the Fulah version of
the Jesus film. Please, pray for him and
for his family as well.

“The harvest is plentiful but the har-
vesters are few.” With the help of our
Lord the Prince of Peace church would
like to plant two or three new churches in
areas that were unreached earlier. We
made some definite plans to reach this
goal. There is a section of eight villages
for about one hour drive from Makeni
where there is no any kind of church or
school. We visited this area already at
Christmas. Later we called together the
leaders of the section; they welcomed us
with great joy.

Just a few weeks ago the church had
received a letter from an other area, from
a village about 60 km from Makeni. They
asked to visit them because in the end of
the last year they started a church and a
primary school there and they would like
to join to the Baptists. We went there to-
gether with the pastor and found out that
there was already a congregation there,
more than one hundred believers who
were waiting for the baptism. In both ar-
eas we found that there were only a very
few people who were able to read or
write. Now we try to find out how we
could train successfully the oral learners
there.

I am very thankful to the Lord that af-
ter two BBI graduations in Freetown we
already reached to the graduation in
Makeni and Lunsar as well. On the sec-
ond Saturday of February 21 BBI stu-
dents received their certificates and di-
plomas from the hands of the president of
the Baptist Convention of Sierra Leone.
Please pray for enough wisdom and
strength as I prepare to put together the
course for the next group of students in
Makeni.

The Baptist Convention had its annual
convention recently. I became the mem-
ber of several committees in this year that
means that [ have to travel more to
Freetown than I did in the past. Please
continue for pray for traveling mercy.

Please send your donation to the new
Treasurer, see address on 2nd page.

“The Lord bless you and keep you, the
Lord make his face shine upon you...

Yours in Christ,
Gabriella Kamilla Furedi
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Our Old People’s Home

The Flungarian Bapeist Old Peop-
e Hlome was organized in Bridze-
port, Conmn, in 1924, 1t was a local
institution under the supervizion of
the Hungarian Baptistc Church in
that City, The Home was dedieated
o care for the aged of the Churi
and other Hungarian communities of
the vicinity,

The fivst building wsed for the Ho-
me wis the original ehureh building,
retodeled for this particular purpose
[t seon Became an institution well
loved By all of the Hungarvian Bap-

tists in 1he Fastern states, from
which i received some  financial
BUPHTL,

Ag the Institution grew, the bor-
den became too greal for the Chareh
in Bridgeport, They reguested that
the  Hlungarian  Baptist Union of
America and Canada take over the
responsibility Tor  the  Institution.
This wus done, and in 1929 the [Home
was moved from Bridgeport, Connec.
tient, to the shores of beantiful Paw.-
Paw Lake in Waterviier, Michigan,
One of the cottages on the properis
was rebuilt and enlarged to meet the
newls of the Home.

The mext  important  expansion
campe in V945 when the Union was
able o secure a piece of adjoining
property amd a large house. This
hirgge was put i st olass condition
wil the old folks were moved into
their new guarters.

Az thwe went on important chan-
ged were happening in the field of
taking care of the aged, Social Seeu-
rity andd other pensions made it pos-
sible for many more people to rotire
with o lhmited income. Still there are
many who fiml it necessary to seek
imstitutional care. The TTungarian
Baptist Union was also econsidering
cnlurging its ministry to the Aged
for the existing buildings were no
longer acceptable to the authorities,
The old buildings were outmoded as
a Home for the Aged and it would
have beéen too expensive to remodel
them to meet the health and safety
conditions set by the State Conseq-
ently a Committés was [ormed (o
study the possibilities for new buil-
dings or re-location either in Ohio or
in Florida, After years of study awd
geveral vrecommendalions the Con-
vemtion voled ta move the Home to
Florida.

The Lord led us to Palm Bay, Plo-
rida where o 41 acre orange grove
wid loeatod and selected and aceep-
ted by the Convention in 1956. The
deal was elosed on April 15, 1957 and
the price was 34200000, There werpe
several buildings, artisian wells, and

EVANGELIUMI HIRNOK

several hundreds of orange and other
citrns trees on the property together
with other tropical trees. A warm
spring, giving out 50000 gallons of
sulphur water 12 the main feature of
this property. Some day a swimming
pool and o ospa will be budlt here,
with the help of the Lord.

The existing buildings were tem-
perravily repaired and the Home, un-
der our present direclor, Rev, T.
Attila, waz moved from Watervliet,
Michigan o Malm Bay, Florida, in
March of 1958, The Convention has
changed the nme of the Home Tor
1he Aged o "Bethesda Baptist Tio-
me”, The name of the surrounding
sulxlivigion also received a biblieal
manmee, “Fatrhaven on the basiz ol
Actz 2Z8:8, In 1959 the Convention
Chuareles votod to bolld a 42 uonit
new building which will cost around
S125,000.00 with furnishing amd ot-
her necessary expenditares.

A Campaign to raise $100,000 for
this purpose is in progress and our
churches, individuals, and all friends
are askKed to contribute, All gifts are
subjoct for Ineome Tax exemplion
as the Bethesda Haptist Home is
mone-profit institation,

Dedication of the “Bethesda Buap-
tist Home" took place on March 27,
1960,

Please make your ehecks payable
o

The Treasurer

BETHESDA BAPTIST HOME
L

“THE GOOD THAT GOD
REQUIRES” Mic.6:8.
A portion of the address of Rev.
Wm. Molnar at the dedication

service in Palm Bay Florida,
March 27, 1960.

I stand before you on this tremen-
dously significant occasion, not because
of any particular merit of my own, but
because I follow in the footsteps of hum-
ble but great men and women who pos-
sessed an unusual amount of vision,
courage and faith. Some of these men
and women are here with us today. Oth-
ers are, almost anywhere in the country,
and some have gone “to be with the
Lord”. I speak of men and women, who
at the very threshold of this century mi-
grated from Europe, particularly from
Hungary, into this great country of ours.

For over halfa century the Hungarian
Baptist Union of America, has been ex-
pecting great things from God and at-
tempting great things for God. This was

50 years ago - as recorded
in the Gospel Messenger

true not only of the Union as a whole, but
each individual member church. That is
how the first Home for the Aged was es-
tablished in 1924, in Bridgeport, Conn.
by the Church I am privileged to serve at
present. A few years later the Home be-
came and institution of the Union and
moved to larger sights in Watervliet,
Mich.

Because we cannot stand still and re-
main alive, we wanted to attempt even a
greater thing for God, so here we are, in
beautiful sunny Florida, dedicating a
new edifice to the glory of God and the
service of our fellow- men. I am sure we
all agree that this property is ideal for the
location of such an institution, and the
building is worthy of the area. Those of
us who have been able to go through the
building and witness the adequacy of'its
facilities, the accuracy of the workman-
ship must say that this new Home, in ev-
ery respect, reaches beyond our fondest
hopes. And when we consider the fact
that the building has in it, not only the
cold, hard, mortar and stone and lifeless
wood and metal, but the love, care, con-
cern, prayers, sweat and blood of our
builder, our own honorary president and
his gracious wife, our gratitude to God is
multiplied.

This great institution was not built
with any selfish motives. We are not try-
ing to make a name for ourselves. Nor
was it built because we can afford it.
God knows how dependent we are upon
Him for our financial obligations. We
are building this Home, because we be-
lieve that our faith inand our devotion to
Christ, if it is to mean anything must be
put into practice. Christianity is not a re-
ligion, it is a way of life, and unless we
live that WAY, we are not following our
Lord.

James, the brother of Jesus, putit well
when he said: “Pure religion and unde-
filed before God and the Father is this, to
visit the fatherless and the widow - could
we add, and the aged - in their affliction,
and to keep himself unspotted from the
world.” James 1:27. We could very well
use that for our text. But let us think of
another verse from Scripture, equally re-
vealing, stated by an Old Testament
prophet Micah. “He hath shewed thee o
man wath is good and what doth the
Lord require of thee, but to do justly and
to love mercy, and to walk humbly with
thy God”. Mic. 6:8.

(Request a copy of the whole article
from the Editor.)
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BETHESDA MAGYAR BAPTISTA AGGMENHAZ UNNEPELYES
MEGNYITASA MARCIUS 27.-EN

NAGY HALAVAL tartozunk a mi mennyei jéo Atyank-
nak Aggmenhazunkért és az ott nvert lelki aldasokért.
Vagyvunk, reményiink felett teljesiilt s latjuk intézetiink-
nek belathatatlan jovojét. Az Urtol kértiink egy 60-65
ezer dolliros megfelelé épiiletet az elaggott testvéreink
részére és az Ur, Vér, Schaffer és mas joszivii testvéreink
kozremiikodésével adott egy 125 ezer dolliros, minden
tekintetben megfeleld modern épiiletet, amit a fenti na-

rendkiviili alkalommal a jo Isten dicsdséget szerez szent
nevének, Szovetségiink ezen teljesitményén keresztiil

Az id6 nagyon szép és alkalmas volt ezen a napon. A
zsoltarird szavai jutottak eszembe: “Ez az a nap, melyet
az Ur rendelt”, (Zsolt. 118:24). Halat adtunk Istennek
a napért és készitettiik magunkat Isten alddsainak befo-
cadasara.

Vasdrnap reggel megtartottuk a rendes istentisztele-

AZ UJ EPULET MELLETTI FELVONULAS

pon du. 2:00 érakor linnepélyesen atadtunk rendelieté-
sének.

Testvéreink, kozelrdl és tavolrél mar egy héttel el6bb
autoval, vonattal és repiil6géppel gyiilekeztek az Agg-
menhéz teriiletén. Kedden, marcius 22.-én este az épit-
kezési biz., vagyoniigyi és az intézet bizottsaga kevés
kivétellel mind jelen voltak és megtartottik értekezletei-
ket, Mindenki nemesak sejtette, hanem érezte is, hogy e

teinket. Vasarnapi iskoldankat angol és magyar nyelven.
Az uj otthon nagytermébe vezettiik be a szépszamu cso-
portot az oldajajtékon. Két csoportra oszlott a nép és
magyarul a leckét, Gazsi Istvan nyugalmazott lelkipasz-
tor tanitotta, az angol osztalyt pedig, Molnar Baldzs szo-
vetségi elndk vezette. A kozds énekeket, Orosz Attila va-
lasztotta és vezette, imat pedig, Révy Iilés prédikitor
mondott. Mind a két osztaly dlddsokban részesiilt. Az is-

tentisztelet 10 orakor vette kezdetét, At-
tila testvér igazgatd vezetésével. Vér F.
tv., imat mondott és az igazgatd a
Szentirdst olvasta Aggeus proféta
konyvének 1:1-5 verseit. ... Istennek
lizenetét a felolvasott igék alapjan Ma-
jor Mihaly, campbelli lelkipédszror hozta
magyar nyelven. ...

A megnyitd linnepély d.u. 2 6rakor
vette kezdetét a régi foépiiletben... Pont
két orakor Attila testvéreink vezetése
mellett kettesével elindult a kis csoport,
az épitész, a biz. Elndke, a bizottsagi
tagok és az Oreg testvéreink az 0j épiilet
fobejarata felé. Az épiilet eldtt Balla

Masolat az Evangéliumi Hirnok 1960. majus 1-i szamanak elsé oldalarol,

Gyorgy prédikator vezetett imaban,
majd Mr. Harry Pollak, Palm Bay
varosdnak a polgarmestere a magyar
nemzeti szalagot elvagta és megér-
keztiink az épiilet f6bejaratadhoz. Itt az
épitkezési biz. Elndke, Schaffer F.
testvériink atadta akulcsot és amar elére
berendezett fogadoterembe vonult az
tinnepld kozonség, ahol kezdetét vette
az linnepi istentisztelet.

(Szerk: a szolgalatot végzok nevei:
Szasz Janos, Bikacsan W., Balla
Gyorgy, Vassas Jozsef, Major Mihaly,
Schaffer Ferenc, Vér Ferenc, Attila
igazgato, Dr. Parter, Dr. McDounald.)

valamint részletek a 2-3-ik oldalon folytatott cikkbél.

Az iinnep szonoka Molnar Baldzs
szovetségi elnok volt, aki angol nyelven
hozta mélyen jar6 gondolatait, mit e
lapszdmban részben olvashatunk.

Az ¢épiilet linnepélyes felavatasat
Petre G. titkar végezte és a felavato imat
Orosz E. Attila, clevelandi prédi- kator
mondotta. Helen B. Gressamerné sz0616
éneket énekelt, “Bless this Hous.”

Udvozletek magyar nyelven: (fel-
sorolas) Ozv. Stumph A.-né, Kurcz
L.-né, Szab¢ 1.-né, Szasz Janos, Bacso
Péter, Bene Janos, Petre G., Révész L.,
Révi Illés.)

“Aldott legyen a frigy” cimti énekkel
és Vér testvér imajaval ért véget az
iinnepély.

Petre Gabor



