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HAPPY THANKSGIVING DAY!

… it is Fall again. Many are ask ing the
same ques tion: where is the time run -
ning? Yet all of  us have 24 hours in a day.
The Lord has been good to give a mea sure 
of  health  and strength, and all that we
need each day. By His grace, we sing
“This is the day which the  LORD hath
made; we will re joice and be glad in it”
Psalm 118:24. Yet we com plain and mur -
mur about ev  ery thing, and God hates
com plain ing, mur mur ing, or even wor ry -
ing. When we worry we dem on strate that
we be lieve the Lord can not take care of
us. We were dis cuss ing this sub ject in our
prayer group re cently. I shared what I
learned f rom Karl and it is worth re peat  -
ing: “When we trust we do not worry;
when we worry we do not trust.” He also
said “worry is like a rock ing chair , mov -
ing yet tak ing us no where.” In sev eral
places in the Old Tes ta ment we read
about un thank ful peo ple. The Lord was
grieved with the peo ple of I s rael. In Ex o -
du s 16 there was mur mu r ing against
Moses  and Aaron. Finally  Mo ses told the
peo ple “ ... your mur mur ings are not
against us, but against the LORD.” (Ex o -
dus 16:8). In Ex o dus 16: 12, the Lord
states “I have heard the mur mur ings of the 
chil dren of Is rael.” We can sub sti tute our
names in the same verse,  be cause He
knows us, hears  us, and we be long to Him. 

I have a small gar den where I sowed
many seeds in the Spring. Cu cum bers ,
beans, to  ma toes. Later, I har vested a lot. I
shared them with my neigh bors and they
also en joyed them. We also sow spir i tual
seeds with our tes ti mony, and the Lord
gives the har vest. We have God’s word,
God’s man ual that helps us “ .. . grow in
grace, and in the knowl edge of our Lord
and Sav iour Je sus Christ.” 2 P e ter 3:18.
Mur muring and com plain ing is a tool in
the devil ’s hand. We might re ceive what
we want, but God’s sup plies what we
need. “But my God shall sup ply all your
need ac cord ing to his riches in glory by
Ch rist Je sus.” Philippians 4: 19. The
world hears us mur mur ing but let them
rather hear our praises. “Praise God,
from Whom all  bless ings flow” 

Ev ery day is a  bless ing. I am wai t ing
for the Lord to re turn, but un til He does,
and as He gives me strength, I will con -
tinue in my work.

                          Terezia Faulk ner

NEW LIFE
Af ter the bap tism, I will be a new per -

son with a new life. Not phys i cally, of
course, I’m still go ing to have the same
arms and legs, but spir i tu  ally. 

Last week, I told most of you a cou ple
of rea sons why I wanted to get bap tized.
The main rea sons for me was be cause I
wanted to have a new life with God and
that I be lieved in him wi th all my heart
and wanted to do what ever he wanted. I
said this be cause it would n’t re ally make
sense to get bap tized with out any rea son
and, most im por tantly, wi th out be liev ing
in him. Be cause then I would just go un -
der wa ter and get back up, and I  could do
that in  a pool or at a beach. But on the
other hand, I also knew that if I did be -
lieve in  Je sus with all my heart and had a
chance to be bap tized, but did n’t, that I
prob a bly would n’t go to heaven. As Je sus 
said in John 3:3 “Ver i ly, ver  ily, I say unto
thee, ex cept a man be born again, he can -
not see the king dom of God.” 

When I read this, I was like Wow. I
would n’t bear to think of be ing some one
who be lieved in Je sus, but de cided not  to
be bap tized, be cause I want to see Je sus, I
want to see the cre ator.  I want to see
friends and fam i lies  and en joy eter nal l ife
with them. S o if any one is  ready for such
steps and wants to have eter nal life, then
just talk to your pas tor and pray about it .

Now, as we are go ing to get bap tized,
I’m pretty sure we know that it’s  not over
and that we did all that we could.  It’s ac tu -
ally only the be gin  ning of the long road
we have ahead of us. God has given us a
plan, a job to  do; whether  it’s preach ing,
wit ness ing, go ing on mis sion ar ies, etc.
And I be lieve that’s why we are  here get -
ting bap tized, be cause we are ready to do
what he wants and that he will guide us
(Psalms 119:105). 

Now, we don’t know what’s in store
for us, what the devil is go ing to  try to do,
but we should n’t ex pect him to just let  us

skip f reely on the road to heaven. He’s
go ing to try his best to make us,  make me
fall and turn back the other way, away
from God. But I know, that if I be lieve in
Je sus,  pray, and read the Bi ble, as wel l as
fast, that noth ing will stand in my way of
see ing Je su s and hav ing eter nity  in
heaven, and con tin u ing a wit ness ing l ife.
(Rom 8:38-39)

                                    Robi Juhász (De troit)

stand up for Him and to help us in our
daily lives to be better am bas sa dors for
Him, then he will bless us, and we will  be
bless ings for those around us, just as Dan -
iel was. 

                           Tamás Csercsa (To ronto)

YOUNG AM BAS SA DORS
FOR CHRIST

The theme of this year’s Oc to ber
youth con fer ence in New York City was
Am bas sa dors for Christ. It ’s dif fi  cult be -
ing a young Chris tian in to day’s world,
but what’s even more dif f i cult is be ing a
young am bas sa dor for Christ wher ever
he has placed us. 

In Dan iel chap ter 1, verse 8, we read
that “Dan iel re solved not to de file him self 
with the royal food and wine, and he
asked the chief of fi cial for per mis  sion not 
to de file him self this way.” 

Dan iel and his friends were not only
faith ful  ser vants of God, but they were
am bas sa dors for Him in an un holy land
far from where they were born. They re -
mained faith ful to God and His laws be -
cause they knew that God would re main
faith ful  to them. Dan iel also knew that  it
was his  re spon si bil ity to be an ex am ple
and to be cou ra geous when it would have
been eas i est to give in to  the pres sures
around him. 

God gave Dan iel’s life pur pose and
Dan iel re sponded by be ing a faith ful am -
bas sa dor to his Heav enly Fa ther. To day,
we are all liv  ing in a dis tant and un holy
land. God has placed us where  we are
with a pur pose. He wants us be His faith -
ful ser vants and to rep re sent Him in ev ery 
s it u a tion, ev ery day of our lives.  

Be cause we live in this world, we of -
ten make com pro mises. Dan iel  and his
f riends, how ever, pro vide an ex am ple for
us to fol low. They dem on strate that we
can limit the com pro mises  we make with
the world. Dan iel was not afraid to stand
up for what he knew was right, even
though  he k new the po ten tial con se -
quences of dis obey ing the King. 

What were these con se quences?
Nebuchadnezzar was known as a ruth less
king, one who even or dered his  men to
burn Shadrach, Meshach and Abednego
alive in Dan iel chap ter 3. It must have
taken in cred i  ble cour age for Dan iel to
dis obey this in tol er a ble king. While we
may not al ways agree with our pol i  ti -
cians, they are un likely to or der us burned 
alive for obey ing God’s laws.

We will prob a bly never rise to the
prom i nence of Dan iel, but that  does n’t
mean that we won’t find our selves in sit  u -
a tions where we can ei ther  be true to God
and His com mands, or fol low the world
and all its sin. Al though we may never be -
come am bas sa dors for any na tion in this
world, we are all am bas sa dors for  Christ.

Dan iel chap ter 1, verse 20 says “ in all
mat ters  of wis dom and un der stand ing
about which the k ing ex am ined them
(Dan iel  and his friends), he found them
ten times better than all the ma gi cians and 
as trol o gers who were in all his realm.” If
we pray for God to give us the cour age to

I have decided to follow Jesus...
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In the wake of the at tack, Bap tists in
Bagh dad are con sid er ing chang ing the
day of wor ship from Sunday to Fri  day,
the tra di tional day of wor ship for Mus -
lims,  and a prac tice al ready adopted by
Chris tians in sev eral Mus lim-majority
coun tries.

 “We deeply re gret the un jus ti fi able
mur der of Ro man Cath o lic Chris t ians
dur ing wor ship last Sunday in Bagh dad,”
said BWA di rec tor of Free dom and Jus -
tice, Raimundo Barreto . “We af firm our
pro found sol i dar  ity with the  Chris tian
com mu nity in Iraq as they mourn those
who lost their lives. We as sure our broth -
ers and sis ters in Iraq of the prayer ful sup -
port from the la rger Chris ti an fam ily
around the world,” Barreto stated. “As
fol low ers of Je sus Chris t we ad vo cate for
true and las t ing peace in that re gion. We
call on Chri s tians all over the world to  dil -
i gent ly work to pre vent any es  ca la tion of
vi o lence, by not re pay ing evil with evil,
but by ov er com ing evil with good”
(Romans 12:17, 21).

Peck asked the Bap tist pas tor in Bagh -
dad to as sure be li ev ers in the city of the
prayers of the world wide Bap tist fam ily.
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Groska Julianna 1927 május 13-án
született Nyíregyházán. Édesanyja bap-
tista, édesapja pedig evangélikus  vallású
volt. A legkorábbi említésre méltó ese-
mény a gyermek életében egy ökume-
nikus gesztus  volt az evangéli kus ro-
konság részé ről. Ők ugyanis annyira
aggódtak az újszülött lelki  üdvéért, hogy
e lcsenték a bölcső jéből , és t itokban
megkereszteltették. A fogadalmat, me-
lyet keresztszülei tettek, később ő maga is 
megerősítette, amikor elfogadta  az Úr
Jézust megvál tójának, és bemerítkezett.

Édesanyánk soha sem beszélt azokról
a rendkívül nehéz időkről amikor fia-
talságát élte. A megélhetés nem lehete tt
k önnyű  Mag yarországon a második
világháború idején. Egy nagy családnak,
h ét gyermek kel, különösen komoly
nélkülözéseket kellett elviselnie.

A háború befe jeződött 1945-ben, de a
megélhetés még sokáig nem lett köny-
nyebb. Végül is egy reménysugár  tűnt fel. 

HON OR ARY AND
ME MO RIAL FUND

Sis ter Ethel Kish had en cour aged us
dur ing the 2009 Con ven tion to es tab lish
an “Hon or ary and Me mo rial Fund” for
the pur pose of sup port ing the mis sion -
ary ini tia tives of our young peo ple. Do -
na tions from this fund will be al lo cated
by the Mis sion ary and Be nev o lence
Board at its mid-year meet ings. The
writ ten ap pli ca tions ad dressed to the
MBB should state the goals and the du -
ra tion of the mis sion trip, and should in -
clude a let ter of sup port from the pas tor
of the ap pli cant. 

The ini tial de posit is the money do -
nated in mem ory of Er nest J. Kish. 

We re quest do na tions to the Fund
mailed to the Trea surer.

CHRIS TIANS IN BAGH DAD 
LIV ING IN FEAR

Bap tists and other Chris tians in Bagh -
dad say they are liv ing in fear fol low ing
an at tack on a Ro man Cath o lic Church in
the Iraqi cap i tal that left more than 50
Chris tians dead.

The mas sa cre oc curred on Oc to ber 31
when al-Qaida-aligned gun men at tacked
wor ship ers from Our Lady of Sal va tion
Chal dean Cath o lic Church in cen tra l
Bagh dad leav ing at least 58 dead, the ma -
jor ity of them wor ship pers, in clud ing two 
priests, and an other 75 wounded.

Tony Peck, Bap tist  World Al li  ance
(BWA) re gional sec re tary for Eu rope and 
gen eral sec re tary for  the Eu ro pean Bap -
tist Fed er a tion (EBF), re ports the pas tor
of  the Bap tist Church in Bagh dad in  -
formed him that the “Chri s tian com mu -
ni ty is now very fear ful for its safe ty” and
that “some of the Bap tist be liev ers are
talk ing about mov ing away from Bagh -
dad to North Iraq, oth ers to Jor dan and
Syria.” …

Peck fears that “this very un der st and -
able re sponse would leave the Chris tian
church in Iraq even weaker  than be fore.”
It has been es t i mated that s ince the in va -
sion of I raq by the United States and its al -
lies in 2003,  ap prox i mately h alf th e
Chris tian pop u la tion have fled the Mid -
dle East  ern coun try, leav ing an es  ti mated
550,000 be liev ers. Many of  those who re -
main are in creas ingly ha rassed and of ten
ex pe ri ence vi o lence.

News re ports sug gest that part of the
mo ti va tion for  the at  tack was the plan by
a pas tor in Florida in  the United States to
burn the Quran, Is l am’s holy book, in
Sep tem ber.  The pas tor aban doned his
plans, un der pres sure.  “It shows again
how Chris tians in the West  must be wise
and con sid er ate in the way they en gage
cr it i cally with Is lam,” Peck de clared.

Hír  jött Angliából, hogy angol családok
befogadnak menekülteket kelet-európai
országokból. Julika és nővére Erzsébet
elhatározták, hogy megpróbálnak kiván-
dorolni. Édesanyám lázasan kezdett az
angol nyelv tanulásába.

A régi fotókat nézve könnyű elkép-
zelni milyen nagy feltűnést keltett ez a két 
gyönyörű, karcsú mag yar lány, amikor
me gérkeztek Angliá ba. A családok,
amelyek befogadták őket, saját gyer-
mekeikként bántak velük. Ők vezették a
háztartást  és tanulták az angol nyelvet.

Azonban hiába éltek jó módban és
kényelemben hazáju któl t ávol, nővé-
rének Erzsébetnek csil lapíthatatlan volt a
honvágya.Végül úgy határoztak, hazalá-
tog atnak . Ez a láto gatás  egyi rányú
utcának bizonyult, mivel az új, kommu-
nista vezetés l ezárta a határokat, így
szóba sem jöhetett, hogy visszatérjenek
Angliába. Hát így kapta édesanyánk a
“nyelveken szólás” ajándékát.

Végig fenntartotta a baráti szálakat az
angliai családokkal. Barátnője, Mar  ga ret, 
aki szintén lelkészhez ment férjhez, sok
évvel később meglátogatott minket Ma-
gyarországon férjével és gyermekeivel.
Az angol nyelvtudását  pedig édesanyánk
az Úr szolgála tára használta. Mindig
szívesen vállalt tolmácsolást, ha angolul
beszélő vendég látogatott Magy aror-
szágra. A közelmúltban került kezünkbe
például a köszönőlevél és fénykép, amit
Ruth Gra  ham, Billy Gra ham felesége
küldött n eki magyarország i evangéli-
zációs látogatásuk u tán. A négy év,
am elyet Toron tóban  töltött az ottani
Ma g yar Baptis ta Gy ülekezet szolgá-
latában, mint a  lelkipásztor  felesége,
pedig tovább erősítet te az alapot élete
következő  állomásaihoz.

De térjünk vissza az 1949-es évhez,
amikor egy hollóhajú, szürke s zemű
fiatal lelkész,  aki éppen csak most kezdte
a szolgálatát egy kis f aluban, a Pest me-
gyei Szadán, megkérte a kezét, s ő igent
mondott. Egy teljesen új életformához
kellett alkalmazkodnia . Az ötvenes évek
fokozódó kommunis ta eln yomását és
vallás-ellenes ideológiájának következ-
ményeit itt, Szadán élte át  családunk.
Mint lelkipásztor családnak, nekünk nem
járt  élelmiszer- jegy. A közösség áldo-
zatos szeretete segített átvészelni ezt a
nehéz időszakot, meg édesanyánk ötlet-
gaz dagsá ga. A gyü lekezet vet t egy
kecskét, annak a tején nőttünk fel. Éde-
sanyánk pedig angliai  ruhái t bontotta el
és újra kötötte-varrta , ahogy nőttünk,
többször is. Mint gyermekek nem arra
emlékszünk vissza, hogy szegénységben
éltünk, hanem hogy milyen sok örömteli
élményben volt részünk, úgy a családban, 
mint a gyülekezetben.

Fia, akit édesapánk megdöbbenésére
Erik-nek nevezett, 1951-ben szü letett.


